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ADiES  AND  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
le  Burgh  for  the  year  1964. 

1 As  this  is  really  a Report  during  the  stewardship  of  my  predecessor, 
|)r.  Hay,  I am  not  writing  an  extended  foreword  but  will  report  factually 
:n  the  statistics  and  details  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  the  body 
If  the  Report. 

FREDERICK  S.  MELVILLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


COMPARATIVE  ANNUAL  NUMBERS  AND 
RATES  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Year 

Popu- 

lation 

B 

irths 

In 

fant 

;aths 

Mater 

Deat 

nal 

IS 

Total 

Deaths 

De; 

Re 

P‘ 

1,0 

Liv: 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Living 

No. 

Infant 

Mort- 

ality 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever 

Other 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

1930 

43,796 

789 

18.0 

47 

60 

1 

5 

7.6 

537 

12 

1 

43,904 

757 

17.2 

42 

55 

4 

5 

11.9 

545 

12 

2 

44,170 

743 

16.8 

53 

71 

2 

7 

12.1 

576 

13 

3 

44,622 

729 

16.3 

65 

89 

3 

2 

6.9 

579 

13 

4 

44,565 

728 

16.3 

44 

60 

1 

5 

8.2 

587 

13 

5 

44,622 

704 

15.8 

45 

64 

1 

1 

3.0 

540 

12 

6 

44,740 

686 

15.3 

53 

77 

2 

1 

4.4 

551 

12 

7 

44,947 

715 

15.9 

48 

67 

2 

6 

11.2 

553 

12 

8 

45,421 

764 

16.8 

41 

54 

1 

5 

7.9 

552 

12 

9 

46,579 

758 

16.3 

51 

67 

— 

3 

4.0 

590 

12 

1940 

44,660 

682 

14.5 

44 

65 

— 

6 

8.8 

632 

14 

1 

44,100 

722 

15.1 

40 

55 

— 

5 

6.9 

542 

12 

2 

43,300 

736 

15.4 

48 

65 

— 

7 

9.5 

551 

12 

3 

42,367 

767 

16.1 

35 

46 

— 

2 

2.6 

564 

13 

4 

42,461 

823 

17.1 

29 

35 

— 

3 

3.6 

551 

13 

5 

42,929 

697 

14.5 

28 

40 

— 

3 

4.3 

530 

12 

6 

45,656 

964 

20.1 

44 

46 

— 

- 

— 

578 

12 

7 

47,897 

1,102 

23.0 

58 

53 

— 

4 

3.6 

631 

13 

8 

48,671 

980 

20.1 

33 

34 

— 

3 

3.0 

573 

11 

9 

49,000 

887 

18.1 

47 

53 

— 

1 

1.1 

592 

1950 

49,425 

896 

18.1 

37 

41 

— 

2 

1.1 

672 

13^ 

1 

49,230 

923 

18.7 

33 

36 

— 

- 

— 

645 

13 

2 

49,424 

810 

16.4 

31 

38 

— 

1 

1.2 

588 

11 

3 

50,119 

840 

16.8 

24 

29 

— 

- 

— 

535 

10 

4 

50,520 

938 

18.6 

24 

26 

— 

2 

2.13 

624 

12 

5 

51,093 

856 

16.8 

27 

32 

— 

1 

1.2 

553 

10 

6 

51,475 

901 

17.5 

23 

26 

— 

- 

— 

551 

10 

7 

51,825 

946 

18.3 

22 

23 

— 

- 

— 

564 

10 

8 

52,061 

1,017 

19.5 

20 

20 

— 

1 

0.98 

524 

10 

9 

52,407 

958 

18.3 

15 

16 

— 

- 

— 

568 

10 

1960 

52,515 

874 

16.6 

14 

16 

— 

- 

— 

520 

9 

1 

52,644 

981 

18.6 

21 

21 

— 

- 

— 

597 

11 

2 

52,697 

967 

18.4 

24 

25 

— 

- 

— 

551 

10 

3 

52,638 

942 

17.9 

15 

16 

— 

- 

— 

612 

11 

4 

51,996 

848 

16.3 

19 

22 

— 

— 

609 

11 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  1964)  . . . . . . 51,996 

Male  Female  Total  Kirkcaldy  Scotland 

Live  Births  . . . . . . . . 423  425  848 

Birth  Rate  . . . . . . — — — 16.3  20.0 

(Births  per  1,(XX)  population) 


Illegitimate  Births  . . . . . . — — 

Percentage  Illegitimate  per  1(X) 
live  births  . . . . — — 

53 

6.3 

5.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  — — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . . . — — 

(Deaths  per  1,000  live  births) 

19 

22.0 

24.0 

Number  of  Still-births  . . . . — — 

Still-birth  Rate — — 

(Still-births  per  1,000  live  and 
still-births) 

18 

18.0 

21.0 

Neonatal  Deaths  (Infants  dying 
under  one  month)  . . . . — — 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  (Infants 
dying  under  one  month  per  1,(XM) 
live  births)  . . . . — — 

8 

9.4 

16.4 

Perinatal  Deaths  (Still-births  and 
those  dying  in  first  week  of  life)  — — 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (Still-births 
and  those  dying  in  first  week  per 
1 ,0(X)  live  and  still-births)  . . — — 

25 

28.9 

32.1 

Marriages 

Marriage  Rate 

457 

8.8 

7.7 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Death  Rate  per  1,(XX)  population 

609 

11.7 

11.7 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 

127 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (pulmonary 

and  non-pulmonary) 

Death  Rate  Tuberculosis  

1 

0.02 

0.07 

iDeaths  from  accidents  in  the  home 

19 

iDeaths  from  Road  Accidents 

5 

\rea  of  Burgh 

4,890  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  Burgh  (as  at  16/5/64) 

17,021 

i^ateable  Value  (as  at  16/5/64) 

1,297,613 

ifotal  cost  of  services  administered  by  Health  Committee 
(Financial  Year  1964-65)  Expenditure  . . 

Income 

£123,340 

34,294 

1 Net  Cost 

£89,046 

Total  cost  of  services  administered  by  Welfare  Committee 
(Financial  Year  1964-65)  Expenditure  .. 

Income 

£62,111 

16,535 

Net  Cost 

£45,576 
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POPULATION 


There  was  a fall  in  the  estimated  population  of  642  from  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  statistical  data  in  this  Report  are  based  on  the 
Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  for  1964  of  51,996. 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  referable  to  the  Burgh  amounted  to  848  representing 
a rate  of  16.3  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared  to  942  and  a 
rate  of  17.9  in  1963  and  a rate  of  20.0  for  Scotland  during  1964. 

There  were  53  illegitimate  births  registered  - an  increase  of  9 over 
last  year. 

DEATHS 

Deaths  in  the  Burgh  amounted  to  609  giving  a rate  of  11.7  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  to  11.6  the  previous  year  and  a 
national  rate  of  11.7. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  were,  degenerative  heart  and 
circulatory  disease,  cancer  and  chest  disease;  all  the  remainder  of  the 
principal  causes  playing  a very  small  part. 

More  than  one-third  of  the  total  deaths  of  males  due  to  cancel 
were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  as  compared  to  a mere  one-sixteentf 
amongst  females! 

It  is  also  of  interest  to  see  that  there  were  19  residents  of  Kirkcaldj 
dying  as  a result  of  accidents  in  the  home  as  compared  to  5 froir 
road  accidents. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Arranged  according  to  cause,  sex  and  age 


CAUSE 

N 

1 AL 

.ES 

FEM^a 

tLES 

Ur 

DEATH 

0- 

1- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

Total 

0- 

1- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

Total 

I nary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

5;ulosis  (all  other  forms) 

> is 

s tery 

n' Infectious  Diseases 

ilignant  Neoplasms 

1 

1 

1 

1 

27 

41 

72 

1 

3 

18 

33 

55 

-1  ignant  Neoplasms 
: iphatic  & Haematopoietic 
lues* 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

3 

.1  ignant  Neoplasms 
li  ichus  and  Lungs* 

12 

13 

25 

1 

1 

2 

4 

»l,es  Mellitus 

1 

3 

4 

*iar  Lesions  of 
II]  1 Nervous  System 

1 

8 

29 

38 

1 

6 

59 

66 

^rrative  and  Arterio- 
;ij  ic  Heart  Disease 

3 

36 

43 

82 

I 

10 

41 

52 

4t|Diseases  of  Heart 

1 

22 

23 

1 

4 

34 

39 

>‘ensive  Heart  Disease 

4 

4 

1 

5 

6 

|.ciHypertensive  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

7 

7 

•icDiseases  of  Circulation 

3 

3 

1 

1 

11 

13 

u za 

lonia 

7 

7 

1 

3 

5 

9 

r litis 

1 

10 

13 

24 

1 

1 

2 

c Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

.tjis,  Enteritis,  Colitis 
't  aw  born) 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

)l  tis 

iljiital  Malformations 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 njuries,  etc. 

2 

2 

e Diseases  of  Infancy 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1'  Occidents 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

r Accidents 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

12 

2 

1 

4 

7 

:i 

2 

2 

t ler  Causes 

1 

3 

8 

10 

22 

5 

6 

15 

26 

'TALS 

11 

5 

3 

14 

97 

186 

316 

8 

2 

3 

12 

50 

218 

293 

These  two  lines  already  included  in  total  of  line  above. 


A.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 


Statistics 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  live  births  were  registered  during 
the  year  and  18  still-births. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  were  delivered  at  home  in  Kirkcaldy 
and  727  in  hospital  at  Forth  Park  or  elsewhere. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  It  is  now  seven 
years  since  there  was  a maternal  death  in  the  Burgh.  Whilst  this  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation  to  all  the  midwifery  services  it  should  not 
be  regarded  too  complacently  as  the  national  maternal  mortality  rate 
now  runs  at  about  0.2  per  1,000  births  and  in  Kirkcaldy  that  would 
mean  on  a strictly  statistical  basis  one  maternal  death  every  seventh 
year  or  so. 

Eighteen  still-births  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  18.6  per  1,000 
total  births. 

Nineteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  giving  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  22  per  1,000  live  births  compared  to  15  deaths  in 
1963,  with  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  16.  The  national  infant  mortality 
rate  is  24. 

Eight  of  these  infants  died  under  one  month,  giving  a neonatal 
mortality  rate  of  9.4. 

Seven  of  these  died  under  one  week  and  this  number  combined 
with  the  18  still-births  gives  a total  of  25  perinatal  deaths  and  a peri- 
natal mortality  rate  of  25.9.  This  is  perhaps  a more  sensitive  and  truer 
index  of  the  maternity  services  than  any  of  the  others  and  this  rate 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  national  perinatal  mortality  rate  of 
32.1  per  1,000  live  and  still-births. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 
Number  of  Deaths 


M. 

F. 

Under  1 week  . . 

..  5 

2 

1 to  2 weeks 

..  1 

— 

2 to  3 weeks 

. . — 

— 

3 to  4 weeks 

. . — 

— 

4 weeks  to  3 months  . . 

. . — 

1 

3 months  to  6 months  . . 

..  3 

2 

6 months  to  9 months  . . 

. . — 

— 

9 months  to  12  months 

..  2 

3 

Total 

. . 11 

8 

12 


Certified  Cause  of  Death 


M.  F. 

Asphyxia  . . . . . . 4 3 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  . . 1 2 

Acute  Leukaemia  . . . . 1 — 

Myleomeningocele  . . . . 1 — 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . — 1 

Prematurity  . . . . . . 3 2 

Respiratory  Distress  . . . . 1 — 


Total  . . ..11  8 


1.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (Section  22) 

Ginic  Premises 

There  are  four  ad  hoc  clinics  in  the  Burgh  and  one  attached  to  a 
school.  These  are  at  Loughborough  Road,  Fair  Isle  Road,  Hayfield 
Road,  Alison  Street  and  Glebe  Park  School. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  (whether  provided  at 
Child  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises). 

These  are  held  at  Loughborough  Road  and  Fair  Isle  Clinics  and 
jstaffed  by  a Consultant  Obstetrician  and  nurses  from  the  hospital 
iservices,  and  the  Health  Visitors  whose  duties  are  largely  social  and 
educational. 

Ante-natal 
2 


1,216 

156 


5 


13 


(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who 
attended  the  clinics  during  the  year 

(iv)  Total  number  of  sessions 

{b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  (held  at  all 
the  clinic  premises) 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 


(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  who  first  attended 
at  the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who  were  born  in: 

(а)  1964  764 

1963  779 

(c)  1959-62  ..  ..  ..  398 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  clinics 
by  children  who  were  born  in : 

(fl)  1964  7,259 

(б)  1963  6,659 

(c)  1959-62  3,924 

(v)  Total  number  of  sessions  . . 609 


(c)  Welfare  Foods  - Statement  of  issues  during  1964: 


Issued 
during  1964 

Recoveries 
during  1964 

National  Dried  Milk — Tins 
Orange  Juice  Bottles 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Bottles 

A.  & D.  Tablets  Packets 

3,057 

13,253 

1,552 

1,639 

£ s.  d. 
331  10  4 
898  16  0 
59  8 0 
39  18  of 

1 


{d)  Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  ! 
AND  Pre-School  Children. 


M.  & C.  W. : Year  - August  1963  - July  1964 


General  Statistics 

Age 

Maternity 

3 

or 

under 

4 

Total 

Ages 

(M 

Ante- 

Natal 

Post- 

Natal 

Routine  Dental  Inspection  . . 

70 

121 

191 

3 

2 

With  dental  defects 

41 

83 

124 

3 

2 

Offered  treatment 

41 

83 

124 

3 

2 

Accepting  treatment 

39 

69 

108 

3 

2 

Treated  by  L.A.  Dental  Officers 

32 

71 

103 

3 

2 

Number  made  dentally  fit 

41 

111 

152 

3 

1 

Special  and  emergency  cases 

81 

62 

143 

3 

2 

14 


2.  MIDWIFERY  (Section  23) 

Four  full-time  midwives  and  one  midwife/district  nurse  are 
employed  in  the  domiciliary  service  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Number  of  Births  in  the  Authority’s  area  during  the  year  corrected 
for  mother’s  residence: 


Adjusted 
Live  Births 

Adjusted 
Still  Births 

Adjusted 
Total  Births 

(a)  Domiciliary 

121 

— 

121 

(b)  Hospital  . . 

700 

18 

718 

Total 

821 

18 

839 

3.  HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24) 

Whilst  the  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  is  17,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  increase  the  actual  number  above  13.  In  addition  to  duties 
in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the  Health  Visitors  act  as  school 
nurses,  supervise  the  work  of  the  Home  Helps,  visit  the  old  and  do  a 
considerable  amount  of  health  education  both  in  school  and  with  adult 
groups  such  as  the  mothers’  clubs. 

(1)  Number  of  home  visits  and  cases: 


Number 
of  cases 

Number 
of  visits 

1 . Expectant  Mothers  . . 

371 

965 

2.  Children  bom  in  1964 

880 

6,863 

3.  Children  bom  in  1963  

939 

7,697 

4.  Children  bom  1959-62 

2,430 

12,867 

5.  School  Children 

296 

558 

6.  (a)  Persons  aged  65  years  and  over 

(b)  Persons  included  above  who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a general  practitioner  or 

128 

637 

hospital 

1 

3 

7.  (fl)  Mental  Health : care  and  after-care 

(b)  Persons  included  above  who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a general  practitioner  or 

9 

30 

hospital 

1 

2 

8.  (a)  Other  hospital  after-care 

(b)  Persons  included  above  who  were  visited  at  the 
special  request  of  a general  practitioner  or 

3 

4 

hospital 

1 

1 

9.  Tuberculous  households 

55 

392 

10.  Other  infectious  diseases 

153 

189 

11.  Other  

644 

3,312 

12.  Wasted  Visits 

— 

2,987 

Total  . . 

5,911 

36,507 

15 


(2)  Attendances  by  Health  Visitors  at  Local  Health  Authority 
Clinics,  Hospital  Units,  School  Health  Service  Clinics,  etc.: 


(i)  Total  attendances  by  Health  Visitors 


(a)  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics  . . 

1,285 

(b)  Hospital  Units,  etc. 

613 

(c)  School  Health  Service  Clinics  . . 

1,281 

(d)  G.P.  Surgeries 

— 

(e)  Chest  Clinics  (inch  in  (b)) 

30 

(ii)  Type  of  Clinics,  etc.,  attended: 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics 

Child  Welfare 

1,021 

Immunisation 

47 

Health  Education  . . 

75 

Others:  U.V.R 

90 

Mothercraft 

52 

Hospital  Units,  etc. 

Ante-Natal  . . 

496 

V.D.  

87 

Chest 

30 

School  Health 

Clinics 

562 

Medical  Inspections 

184 

Formal  Health  Education 

432 

Others : Eye 

20 

Mothercraft 

83 

HOME  NURSING  (Section  25) 

Number 

Number 

of  Cases 

of  Visits 

1. 

Total  number  of  persons  nursed  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 788 

25,311 

2. 

Number  aged  under  5 at  first  visit  in 
1964  4 

40 

3. 

Number  aged  65  or  over  at  first  visit  in 
1964  527 

17,539 

5.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26) 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Smallpox  vaccination  figures  show  a gratifying  response  from  the 
parents  of  children  over  one  year  of  age  considering  that  the  change 
in  policy  from  doing  very  young  infants  to  children  between  one  and 
two  years  of  age  in  the  previous  year  had  interrupted  the  smooth 
functioning  of  this  important  aspect  of  preventive  medicine. 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Number  of  Persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of  Birth 
of  Persons 

Succesful 

No  Reaction 

Not  Examined 

1964 

12 





1963 

249 

6 

5 

1962 

77 

8 

4 

1961 

13 

3 

4 

1960 

11 

1 

5 

1959 

7 

1 

1 

1958 

7 

2 

2 

1957  or 
earlier 

27 

3 

7 

Totals 

403 

24 

28 

Number  of  Persons  re-vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of  Birth 
of  Persons 

Successful 

No  Reaction 

Not  Examined 

1964 







1963 

— 

— 

— 

1962 

1 

— 

— 

1961 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

— 

— 

1 

1959 

1 

— 

1 

1958 

— 

— 

1 

1957 

— 

— 

4 

1956 

— 

— 

1 

1955 



— 

— 

1954  or 
earlier 

12 

27 

Totals 

14 

Nil 

35 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

; As  far  as  can  be  determined  approximately  half  the  children  under 
12  years  of  age  and  over  6 months  have  been  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus.  Whilst  this  compares 
[reasonably  well  with  other  areas  it  is  not  perhaps  as  satisfactory  as 
Icould  be  wished.  It  is  in  the  early  years  that  protection  against 
Whooping  Cough  is  important  and  the  maintenance  of  a high  degree 
iof  immunity  in  the  population  against  Diphtheria  is  essential  if  this 
dread  disease  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  raise  its  head  again. 
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Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria 

and 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria 

and 

Tetanus 

Diphtheria, 

Pertussis 

and 

Tetanus 

1964 





8 



340 

OC 

1963 





— 

4 

1 

379 

< 

1962 

= 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

1961 

— 



— 

— 



13 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

8 

a. 

1959 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

5 

1958 

2 

— 

— 

1 

47 

28 

1957  or 
earlier 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

3 

2 

Nil 

14 

78 

823 

1964 













1963 

— 



— 

— 





u 

1962 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

U 

1961 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1960 













1959 

187 





12 

45 

9 

1958 

151 

— 

— 

30 

33 

9 

1957 

5 

— 



1 

— 

2 

5 

1956 

— 





1 

1 



1955 













1954  or 
earlier 

• 

1 

— 

— 



Total 

343 

1 

Nil 

44 

79 

23 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

r 

Again  although  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  have  occurred  in  the 
Burgh  for  many  years  it  is  important  to  have  a high  state  of  immunity 
in  the  community. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Year  of  Birth 

Completed  Primary  Course 

1964  

147 

1963  

582 

1962  

92 

1961 

26 

1943-1960  

105 

1933-1942  

39 

Others  (up  to  40  years  of  age) 

26 

Number  of  Persons  receiving 

reinforcing  doses  . . 

1,042 

18 


Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  now  very  small  and 
secondly  no  milk  infected  with  tubercle  is  now  sold  so  that  the  younger 
generations  fortunately  are  not  exposed  to  this  disease.  This  however 
means  also  that  they  build  up  no  natural  immunity  to  the  disease  and 
therefore  the  vaccination  of  contacts  and  older  school  children  becomes 
, of  major  importance. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1964 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses  ..  

8 

81 

1 

14 

1 

14 

Contacts  

46 

57 

44 

57 

35 

52 

School  Children  

442 

445 

418 

432 

455 

396 

Others 

— 

— 





— 

— 

TotaJ  

496 

583 

463 

503 

491 

462 

Number  of  Contacts  Tuberculin  Tested  under 
the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  ; 


Age  Group 

Result 

Positive  Negative 

Totals 

Given 

B.C.G. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 



6 

10 

6 

10 

6 

10 

1 and  under  5 years 



18 

17 

18 

17 

15 

15 

5 and  under  10  years 



11 

17 

11 

17 

10 

14 

' 10  and  under  15  years 

2 — 

9 

12 

11 

12 

4 

12 

! 1 5 and  under  20  years 



— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

20  years  and  over 

Total  Tests  Performed 

2 — 

44 

57 

46 

57 

35 

52 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
(Section  27) 

-lealth  Education 

Health  Education  is  continuously  being  given  by  all  the  members 
|)f  the  Health  Department  team,  doctors,  health  visitors,  sanitary 
nspectors,  nurses,  midwives,  in  their  day-to-day  contact  with  the 
members  of  the  public  but  in  addition  a great  deal  is  done  by 
individuals  giving  talks  to  groups  of  outside  organisations,  mothers’ 
'•lubs  and  so  on  and  in  addition  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  improve 
Health  by  poster,  exhibit  and  other  means  of  publicity. 


Tuberculosis 


No  applications  for  assistance  in  kind  were  received  during  the 

year. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  392  visits  to  households  where  there 
were  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  advise  them  in  general  hygiene, 
care  of  the  patient,  diet,  and  other  aspects  of  their  welfare. 

They  also  attended  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Victoria  Hospital  on  the 
occasions  on  which  it  was  held. 

Chiropody 

This  is  a particularly  essential  service  to  the  elderly  and  the  handi- 
capped as  foot  deformities  and  discomforts  can  reduce  their  activities 
and  this  tends  to  cause  deterioration  in  their  general  health.  In  addition 
to  the  domiciliary  service,  a chiropodist  visits  the  Abden  and  Denend 
Homes  once  a fortnight. 


Number  on  Register  at  1/1/64  . . . . . . 608 

Number  of  new  cases  during  1964  . . . . . . 159 

767 

Number  of  cases  removed  during  the  year  . . . . . . 33 

Number  on  Register  at  31/12/64  ..  ..  ..  ..  734 

Number  of  treatments  during  the  year  . . . . . . 3,785 

Amount  of  fees  recovered  during  the  year  . . . . £227  16  0 


Amount  of  fees  paid  to  chiropodists  during  the  year  £2,083  7 6 
Convalescence 

No  cases  were  sent  during  the  year  for  convalescence. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment 

Nursing  equipment  is  loaned  in  appropriate  circumstances  to  help 
in  the  home  nursing  of  invalids.  This  equipment  is  held  by  the  District 
Nurses  and  is  also  obtainable  from  the  department. 


7.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE  (Section  28) 


Home  Help  to  households  for  persons 


Aged  65 
or  over 
on  first 
visit  in 
1964 

Aged  under  65  on  first  visit  in  1964 

Total 

Chronic 

Sick 

Mentally 

Dis- 

ordered 

Maternity 

Others 

Number 
of  Cases  . . 

343 

19 

— 

1 

33 

396 

20 


8.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  two  Mental  Welfare  Officers  continued  to  care  for  and  supervise 
the  mentally  ill  and  the  mental  defectives. 

Mental  Defectives  M.  F. 

Number  of  children  (under  16  years)  in  Institutions  3 10 

Number  of  adults  (under  private  guardianship)  . . — 1 

Number  of  adults  in  Institutions  25  22 

Mental  Illness 

During  the  year  1964,  three  cases  were  certified  as  mentally  ill  and 
removed  to  Stratheden  Hospital,  Cupar,  of  whom  two  were  male  and 
one  was  female. 

9.  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  NURSING  HOMES 

REGISTRATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938 

No  Nursing  Homes  proper  operate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  being 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital,  now 
the  property  of  the  South  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Scotland. 

10.  WORK  UNDER  NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS 

REGULATION  ACT,  1948 


Premises  r« 
at  end  o 

:gistered 
f year 

Child 
Minders 
registered 
at  end  of 
year 

Provided 

by 

Commercial 

Firms 

Other 

Nurseries 

1 . Number 

— 

2 

2 

2.  Number  of  places  approved 
and  number  of  children 
minded  

— 

20 

20 

ENVIRONMENTAL  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


rONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Fortunately  there  were  no  major  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease, 
3ut  over  one  hundred  notified  cases  of  dysentery  or  enteritis  is  cause 
or  a little  concern  as  this  notified  figure  is  almost  certainly  only  a small 
proportion  of  those  affected.  Although  hygiene  is  improving  both  in 
private  households  and  in  public  premises,  and  in  parenthesis  this 
mprovement  was  marked  after  the  Aberdeen  Typhoid  episode,  there  is 
itill  room  for  much  more. 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . 

3 

3 



Chickenpox 

127 

4 

123 

Dysentery 

60 

4 

56 

Erysipelas 

8 

— 

8 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

183 

7 

176 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary  . . 

33 

27 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

— 

40 

Para-Typhoid  B 

2 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

2 

22 

Gastro-Enteritis 

19 

14 

5 

Enteritis 

33 

2 

31 

Respiratory  Infection 

11 

11 

Totals  

546 

79 

467 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Twelve  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1964 
as  compared  with  twenty-six  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  two  male  cases  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas 
aged  twenty-two  and  fifty-one. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Six  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1964  - 
as  compared  with  four  cases  for  the  previous  year. 

The  site  of  the  disease  in  the  notified  cases  was  found  to  be: 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Abdominal  

— 

1 

1 

Miliary  

1 

— 

1 

Superficial  Glands  

— 

1 

1 

Genito-Urinary  Organs 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Organs  

1 

— 

1 

Total  

3 

3 

6 

22 


Tuberculosis 


Age  Period 

No.  of 
cases 
notified 

No.  of 

notified  cases 
actually 
confirmed 

No.  of  notified 
cases  receiving 
Sanatorium 
treatment 

No.  of 
Deaths  of 
notified 
cases 

Total 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

>> 

Bi 

Under  5 years 

< 

5 to  15  years 

z 

15  to  25  years 

5 

25  to  35  years 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 



— 

— 

Z 

35  to  45  years 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 



— 

— 

5 

45  to  55  years 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 



— 

— 

CU 

55  to  65  years 

3 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 



— 

— 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 

— 

Totals 

11 

1 

11 

1 

9 

1 

1 — 

1 

— 

> 

Under  5 years 

1 



1 

— 

1 

— 



— 



< 

5 to  15  years 

z 

15  to  25  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 



— 

— 

u 

5 

25  to  35  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Z 

35  to  45  years 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

D 

45  to  65  years 

a. 

2 

65  upwards 

0 

z 

Totals 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 
1964,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was: 

Pulmonary  . . . . . . , . 127 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . . . . 16 

Total  . . . . 143 


C.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

Forty-three  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy  Harbour 
during  1964  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 


The  Welfare  Services  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are 
administered  by  the  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Burgh  and  deal  with 
the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged  and  infirm 
and  others  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  provision  of  temporary  ac- 
commodation for  persons  in  urgent  need,  the  registration  and  inspection 
of  disabled  persons  and  old  persons’  homes  provided  otherwise  than 
by  the  local  authority  and  provision  of  welfare  services  for  the  blind, 
deaf  and  dumb,  crippled  and  others  suffering  from  disabilities. 

RESIDENTIAL  AND  DOMICILIARY  WELFARE  SERVICES 

FOR  AGED  AND  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

Residential  Accommodation 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Council  in  accord- 
ance with  a scheme  made  under  Section  21  of  the  Act  and  welfare 
services  for  handicapped  in  accordance  with  schemes  made  under 
Section  29  of  the  Act. 

Accommodation  for  the  aged  and  infirm  continues  to  be  provided 
in  the  following  Homes : 

Abden  Home  . . 66  beds 

Denend  Home  . . 28  beds 

Throughout  the  year  25  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Homes,  20 
from  their  own  homes,  3 direct  from  hospital,  2 as  re-admissions  after 
periods  of  hospital  treatment.  In  addition,  1 was  transferred  from 
Abden  Home  to  Denend  Home. 

The  number  according  to  various  age  groups  of  the  total  of  26  is 
as  follows: 


Age  up 
to  64 

up  to 
69 

up  to 
74 

up  to 
79 

up  to 
84 

up  to 
89 

90+ 

Abden  Home 

1 

3 

4 

4 

6 

1 

Denend  Home 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Abden 

Home 

Denend  Home 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Number  at  31/12/63 

28 

19 

11 

16 

Admitted  during  1964  

10 

9 

4 

3 

Discharged  during  1964  . . 

4 

4 

2 

5 

Deaths  during  1964 

3 

6 

1 — 

Number  at  31/12/64 

31 

18 

12 

14 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a waiting  list  of  13  women  and 
1 man  for  admission  to  Denend  Home  and  a waiting  list  of  1 woman 
and  1 man  for  admission  to  ground  floor  accommodation  in  Abden 
Home. 
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Television  is  provided  in  both  Homes  and  is  well  patronised  by 
the  Residents.  During  the  year  a television  set  was  gifted  by  the  Round 
Table,  Kirkcaldy,  for  the  use  of  Residents  in  the  Sick  Bay  at  Abden 
Home. 

Five  concerts  were  arranged  at  Abden  Home  during  the  winter 
months  to  which  Residents  of  Denend  Home  were  conveyed  by  bus. 

Two  bus  outings  were  arranged  for  the  Residents  of  both  Homes, 
one  going  to  Alloa  and  the  other  to  Musselburgh  via  the  new  Forth 
Road  Bridge. 

Chiropody  treatment  is  carried  out  in  both  Homes.  A qualified 
Chiropodist  attends  at  the  Home  once  every  two  weeks. 

The  undernoted  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  classified 
according  to  handicap  in  various  homes  at  the  end  of  the  year: 


Persons  Resident  in  Accommodation  on  31st  December,  1964 


Description  of 
Persons 

Accommodated 

In 

Premises 
Managed 
by  the 
Council 

In  Accommodation 
provided  on  behalf 
of  the  Council 

Number  of 
Persons 

Accommodated 
for  whom 
other  Local 
Authorities 
are 

Responsible 

Total 
Number 
of  Persons 
for  whom 
the  Council 
are 

Responsible 

i 

By 

other 

Local 

Authorities 

By 

Voluntary 

Organisa- 

tions 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

t laterially  Handicapped: 
^ged  

10 

10 

■'J 

V 

ot  Aged 

2 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

2 

— 

ged  

5 

4 



— 1 



5 

5 

Hot  Aged 

— 

— 



— 1 



— 

1 

ged  

4 

3 







4 

3 

Icic: 

>ged  

2 

_ _ 



2 

ot  Aged 

— 

— 

— — 

1 1 

— — 

1 

1 

e ’hysically  Handicapped: 
'ged  

16 

20 

_ _ 

1 5 

2 — 

15 

25 

ot  Aged 

— 

1 



— 1 

„ 

— 

2 

ally  Handicapped: 

! ged  

4 

6 

_ _ 



— 1 

4 

5 

ot  Aged 

2 

— 





1 — 

1 

— 

OTAL 

45 

34 

— — 

2 9 

3 1 

44 

42 

Temporary  Accommodation 

No  provision  of  temporary  accommodation  was  found  to  be 
[necessary  during  the  year. 
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OTHER  HOMES 


To  meet  the  needs  of  handicapped  and  aged  persons  use  is  made 
of  Voluntary  Associations  and  other  Homes.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1 1 persons  were  being  accommodated.  Of  these  5 were  in  a Church 
of  Scotland  Home,  2 in  the  Epileptic  Colony,  Bridge  of  Weir,  2 in 
Blind  Home,  1 in  the  Red  Cross  Home  at  Largs  and  1 in  Wilby  House, 
Kirkcaldy. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  classified 
according  to  handicap  in  these  Homes  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Description  of 
Persons  Accommodated 

Male 

Female 

Total 
(both 
sexes 
all  ages) 

Aged 

Not 

Aged 

Aged 

Not 

Aged 

Defective  Sight 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Defective  Hearing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epilepsy 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Other  Physical  Handicap . . 

1 

— 

5 

1 

7 

Total 

1 

1 

6 

3 

11 

Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  Old  Persons’ 
Homes  (Section  37) 

Removals  (Section  47) 

Care  of  Property  (Section  48)  . . 

Burials  (Section  50) 


1 

Nil 

2 

8 


ALTERATIONS  AND  ADAPTATIONS 

No  Handicapped  Persons  had  any  alterations  or  additions  made 
to  their  homes  during  the  year. 

BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

The  Welfare  Services  for  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  are  carrier 
out  on  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  by  the  Fife  Society  for  the  Blind 
The  Council  are  represented  on  the  Committee  of  the  Society.  A pe 
capita  grant  of  £7  10s.  per  annum  for  each  Registered  Blind  Persoi 
and  £1  per  annum  for  each  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Person  is  mad' 
by  the  Council  to  the  Society.  At  31st  December,  1964,  there  were  13 
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blind  persons  (57  men,  76  women)  registered  with  the  Authority  and 
of  these  31  men  were  aged  65  years  and  over  and  67  women  aged  60 
years  and  over.  On  the  partially  sighted  Register  there  were  24  (12 
men  and  12  women). 

DEAF  AND  DUMB 

The  Welfare  Services  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  are  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Fife  Mission  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Christian  Association.  The  Council  are  represented  on  the  Association. 
A per  capita  grant  of  £2  10s.  for  each  registered  deaf  and  dumb  person 
is  made  by  the  Council  to  the  Association.  At  31st  December,  1964, 
there  were  35  registered  deaf  and  dumb  persons  (18  men  and  17  women). 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

This  scheme  which  came  into  operation  on  6th  May,  1963,  has 
operated  satisfactorily  during  1964.  The  meals  are  supplied  under 
contract  by  the  Kirkcaldy  & District  Co-operative  Society  on  six  days 
per  week.  Over  60%  of  the  recipients  take  meals  on  6 days  per  week, 
the  remainder  having  meals  on  3,  4 or  5 days  per  week.  Persons 
entitled  to  participate  in  this  scheme  are  males  65  years  or  over  and 
females  60  years  or  over,  if  their  income,  after  deducting  any  National 
.Assistance,  disability,  war  injury  or  blind  pension,  does  not  exceed  £7 
per  week  in  the  case  of  a married  couple  and  £4  per  week  in  the  case 
of  a single  person. 

During  the  year  1964,  72,258  meals  were  served.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  255  persons  were  receiving  Meals  on  Wheels. 


Number  participating  at  1/1/64  . . . . . . . . 248 

New  applications  during  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

Number  of  applications  cancelled  during  year  ..  110 

Number  on  Register  at  31/12/64  ..  ..  ..  255 


PROTECTION  OF  PROPERTY 

The  moveable  property  of  two  persons  admitted  to  hospital  was 
.afeguarded  for  the  period  they  were  in  hospital. 

NTERMENTS 

Under  the  provision  of  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
948,  the  Welfare  Department  has  arranged  for  the  burial  of  eight 
lleceased  persons  for  whom  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal 
j)f  the  bodies  had  been,  or  were  being,  made. 

I Interments  are  arranged  in  accordance  with  a contract  drawn  up 
'etween  the  Local  Authority  and  a local  Undertaker. 

Full  funeral  costs  were  recovered  from  the  estate  of  deceased  in 
Dur  instances  and  part  of  the  cost  recovered  in  two  cases. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 
Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
No  action  was  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts  during 
the  year. 

OTHER  WELFARE  WORK 

The  Welfare  Officer  acts  as  Agent  for  several  Voluntary  Societies 
(e.g.,  Cancer  Relief)  in  the  disbursement  of  grants  made  by  those 
Societies.  There  were  seven  beneficiaries  to  whom  grants  were  paid 
during  the  year. 
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D.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

As  formerly,  school  medical  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Burgh’s  staff,  and  a full  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Authority.  A brief  summary  relating  to  the  school  year  1963/64  is 
given  herewith: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 
inspection: 

(a)  with  entrant  infants 

486 

425 

911 

(b)  with  others  (second  age  group)  . . 

242 

243 

485 

Number  of  examinations : 

Entrants 

532 

462 

994 

Second  age  group  

444 

410 

854 

Third  age  group  . . 

506 

463 

969 

Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

385 

397 

782 

Fourth  age  group 

167 

126 

293 

Re-examinations  . . 

131 

108 

239 

Non-routines 

119 

456 

575 

Number  of  children  examined  . . 

1,649 

1,461 

3,110 

Clean 

1,647 

1,426 

3,073 

Nits  or  head  vermin 

2 

35 

37 

Total  number  of  clinic  sessions: 

(a)  General  clinics 

52 

(b)  Special  clinics  - Eye  . . 

20 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic: 

Number  of  new  cases 

1,288 

Total  attendances 

. . 

3,116 

Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurses  at  Clinics: 

New 

Cases 

Total 

Attendances 

Uncleanliness  or  Neglect 

1 

27 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

57 

124 

Other  Skin  conditions 

101 

535 

Nose  and  Throat  cases  . . 

1 

1 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

50 

66 

Other  cases 

201 

679 

Cuts  and  Bruises  . . 

616 

1,180 

Septic  conditions  . . 

103 

288 

Accidents  . . 

41 

45 

Advisory  cases 

42 

43 

Ear  cases  . . 

57 

106 

Head  vermin 

7 

12 

Applications  for  boots  and  clothing  are  now 
Education. 

sent  to 

the  Director 

Twenty-three  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short 
.iriods  at  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Humbie  (Seaforth  Sanatorium 
rust). 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 


Section  I — General  Statistics 


Age 

Routine 

Dental 

Inspection 

With 

Dental 

Defects 

Offered 

Treatment 

Accepting 

Treatment 

Treated 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Cases 

—5 

67 

33 

33 

17 

12 

3 

5 

824 

471 

471 

198 

157 

102 

6 

737 

363 

363 

153 

128 

111 

7 

757 

370 

370 

183 

152 

135 

8 

835 

394 

394 

148 

124 

121 

9 

731 

376 

376 

146 

127 

118 

10 

807 

340 

340 

86 

80 

116 

11 

788 

325 

325 

102 

96 

76 

12 

486 

187 

187 

39 

34 

78 

13 

447 

195 

195 

32 

30 

91 

14 

399 

178 

178 

30 

28 

76 

15 

150 

67 

67 

12 

10 

46 

16 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

12 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Totals 

7,033 

3,301 

3,301 

1,147 

979 

1,110 

Attendances  for  Treatment  5 to  17  years  . . 4,487 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment 


Routine 

Special 

and 

Emergency 

Total 

(a)  Fillings: 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

1,193 

721 

1,914 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  

540 

259 

799 

(b)  Extractions  (excluding  orthodontic) : 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

125 

68 

193 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

583 

338 

921 

General  Anaesthetics 

1 

— 

1 

Other  operations — Permanent  teeth 

865 

974 

1,839 

Deciduous  teeth 

286 

201 

487 

Dentures — Partial  . . 

— 



10 

Full 

— 

— 

1 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures  Intra-oral 
(Excluding  orthodontics) 

45 

30 


Section  III — Orthodontic  Treatment 


No.  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year 
New  cases 

Cases  completed  

Cases  discontinued  . . 

Cases  continuing  at  end  of  year 

Attendances  for  treatment 

No.  of  consultations  with  R.H.B.  orthodontist 

50 

23 

28 

3 

42 

569 

106 

R.H.B. 

School 

Consul- 

Dental 

Total 

tant 

Officer 

No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  . . 

23 

23 

Not  followed  by  treatment 

3 

3 

No.  of  Cases 

with  removable  appliances  . . 

21 

21 

with  fixed  appliances 

— 

— 

No.  of  extractions  (non-carious) 

(i)  Permanent  teeth 

31 

31 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth 

21 

21 

Repairs  to  orthodontic  appliances 

1 

1 

Radiographs — No.  of  exposures 

(a)  Intra-oral 

6 

lb)  Extra-oral  

12 

Section  IV — Dental  Staff 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Establishment  of  posts  agreed  by 

Council 

3 

3 

No.  in  post  at  31/7/64 — Wholetime  .. 

1 

2 

Part-time 

1 

— 

Whole-time  equivalent  of  part-time 

i 

— 

Total  whole-time  equivalent 

n 

2 

No.  of  vacancies  being  advertised 

— 

Total  half-days  worked  during  year 

ended  31/7/64: 

(a)  in  School  Health  Service 

513 

(b)  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Service  . . 

37 

Section  V — Allocation  of  Time 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Total  actual  half-days  . . 

667 

Estimated  number  of  half  days  occu- 

pied  in  Inspection 

61 

Dental  Health  Education 



Treatment  (other  than  orthodontics) . . 

School 

513 

Orthodontic  treatment 

33 

Treatment — M.  & C.  W. 

37 

Administration  (approx.) 

13 

Absence  due  to  illness  . . 

10 

Total  . . 

667 

31 


G.  GENERAL  SANITATION 


See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  - page  50 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupie 

Prosecuf 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 
ities   

21 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  local 
authorities  

334 

163 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local  authority 
(including  out-workers’  premises)  

25 

12 

Total  ... 

380 

175 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Nu 

mber  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
cases  in w 
prosecutii 
were  ’ 
institute' 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 





Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total . . 

3 

3 

— 

1 

- J 

Part  Vin  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Nil 
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Sanitary  Department, 

Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 

August,  1965. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1964. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Services  Circular  No.  2/1965. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1.  General  Progress 

New  houses  completed  this  year  were  higher  than  in  1963.  The 
Town  Council  built  343  dwellings,  7 houses  were  erected  for  police  and 
fire  service  purposes  and  119  houses  were  provided  for  private  occu- 
pation. A further  290  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  Gallatown, 
Dysart,  Pathhead  and  Bridgeton  and  soon  a start  will  be  made  replacing 
the  prefabs  at  Dysart  Golf  Course  site,  while  a starting  day  for  more 
new  houses  was  under  consideration.  This  would  be  linked  with  the 
three-year  programme  of  houses  to  be  closed  for  human  habitation 
during  the  period  1965-67,  in  course  of  being  prepared. 

Altogether  87  houses  were  submitted  for  consideration  in  terms  of 
section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  and  of  these  55  had 
demolition  orders  applied  while  32  became  the  subject  of  closing  orders. 
A further  110  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners,  being 
mainly  Town  Council  properties  owned  or  acquired  for  redevelopment 
purposes.  Condemned  houses  demolished  amounted  to  143  and  17 
prefabs  were  emptied  and  ready  to  be  cleared  away. 

Of  the  houses  completed  by  the  Town  Council  83  were  occupied 
by  families  from  condemned  houses,  100  by  overcrowded  families,  17 
by  health  cases,  1 homeless  family,  and  118  from  other  houses  including 
decanting,  exchanges  and  24  temporary  transfers  to  allow  existing 
houses  to  be  modernised.  In  the  reletting  of  existing  Council  houses 
16  tenants  came  from  condemned  property,  40  from  overcrowded 
houses,  154  homeless  families  and  young  couples  with  families  in  sublet 
rooms,  31  health  cases  and  216  were  decants,  transfers  or  badly 
housed  cases. 

The  Burgh  Factor’s  waiting  list  for  houses  showed  only  a slight 
increase  of  44  applications  this  year  and  stood  at  1,818  families  seeking 
housing  accommodation.  This  was  made  up  of  317  homeless  families 
in  sublet  rooms,  313  overcrowded  cases,  14  families  living  in  houses 
classified  as  unfit,  23  applicants  about  to  be  married,  295  single  persons, 
mainly  middle-aged  and  elderly  persons  desiring  hostels  and  856 
families  living  in  sub-standard  houses  who  wish  alternative  accommo- 
dation with  modern  amenities.  There  were  457  marriages  in  the  town 
during  1964,  so  many  of  the  newly  married  couples  must  have  found 
their  own  accommodation  by  purchasing  tenement  houses  advertised 
for  sale.  The  tendency  just  now  is  for  the  waiting  list  for  houses  to 
go  down  rather  than  up,  but  the  demand  for  houses  must  increase 
later  if  new  industries  start  in  the  town. 

Five  Improvement  Grants  and  18  Standard  Grants  were  approved, 
mainly  to  help  owner-occupiers  to  modernise  houses  which  still  had  a 
useful  life  in  front  of  them.  Progress  in  this  direction  was  slow  and 
it  was  likewise  disappointing  to  learn  that  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association  Ltd.  were  not  proceeding  with  proposals  to  acquire  and 
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modernise  houses  in  Balsusney  Road  and  Balfour  Street,  a district 
suggsted  by  the  Council  which  seemed  to  offer  scope  for  a modernis- 
ation or  improvement  programme  of  some  size.  In  this  connection  the 
fact  that  the  houses  available  for  disposal  were  not  located  in  separate 
groups  and  about  half  of  them  were  owner-occupied,  presented  difficulty 
in  acquisition,  and  some  owner-occupiers  had  already  carried  out  minor 
improvements.  It  would  seem  these  same  problems  must  arise  in  all 
areas  proposed  to  be  designated  for  improvement  or  redevelopment 
purposes,  and  it  is  difficult  to  visualise,  therefore,  how  the  extensive 
areas  of  sub-standard  houses  still  standing  throughout  the  town  will 
be  brought  up  to  reasonable  standards  of  habitability  with  speed  to 
extend  their  useful  life. 

A survey  of  the  579  houses  in  the  proposed  Sinclairtown  Re- 
development Area  was  completed  this  year.  Here  again  it  was  found 
that  about  half  of  the  houses  were  owner-occupied,  and  only  40%  had 
sculleries  or  inside  W.C.s.  Nearly  62%  of  the  houses  were  of  two- 
apartments  and  almost  75%  of  the  families  living  within  the  area  were 
elderly  couples  while  only  25  % were  young  couples.  The  rehousing  of 
so  many  small  families  will  not  be  easy  but  the  other  statistics  show 
that  the  area  is  ripe  for  redevelopment  of  some  kind. 

Mining  subsidence  continued  to  affect  Corporation  and  privately- 
owned  houses  in  Watt  Street  and  Station  Road  areas  of  Dysart.  The 
Corporation  blocks  which  have  been  vacated  seem  to  be  beyond  repair 
and  a lot  of  repair  work  was  done  by  N.C.B.  staff  to  the  private  dwell- 
ings, but  there  appears  to  be  no  guarantee  of  stable  conditions  in  this 
area  in  the  future.  The  question  of  rebuilding  houses  on  a cleared  site 
at  Frances  Row,  Boreland,  where  16  houses  were  closed  this  year,  also 
awaited  a satisfactory  mining  report.  A report  was  prepared  on  the 
other  100  houses  in  this  outlying  district  of  the  burgh,  mainly  owned  by 
the  National  Coal  Board  and  the  Town  Council.  About  two-thirds  of 
the  houses  were  found  to  have  bathrooms,  sculleries  and  larders. 

Housing  reports  were  prepared  concerning  63  houses  likely  to  be 
acquired  by  purchasers  in  terms  of  the  Council’s  scheme  under  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  and  for  Housing  Act  loans;  in  24 
cases  loans  were  granted. 

Visits  to  houses  by  Inspectors  totalled  4,185  in  connection  with 
survey  of  unfit  houses  for  report,  sub-standard  houses  sharing  toilet 
accommodation  and  to  bring  records  up  to  date,  changes  in  tenancies 
and  new  houses  occupied  for  the  first  time. 

2.  Milk  Supply 

There  are  four  dairy  farms  registered  within  the  Burgh,  all  of  which 
remained  in  production  throughout  the  year.  At  smallholdings  there 
was  one  exempted  dairy  where  2 cows  were  kept;  surplus  milk  was 
fed  to  calves  and  pigs.  At  one  farm  where  a new  dairy  byre  was  built 
four  years  ago  the  Department  of  Agriculture  followed  this  up  by 
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demolishing  all  the  out-dated  farm  buildings  and  replaced  them  with 
modern  premises,  including  cubicles  for  calves  and  a reed  for  dry 
cattle.  At  another  farm  which  specialises  in  milk  production  a large 
cattle  court  with  side  passage  silage  feeding  was  built  to  house  100 
cows.  This  was  preparatory  to  installing  a milking  parlour.  Regular 
visits  were  made  to  the  farms  for  the  purpose  of  milk  sampling  as  well 
as  carrying  out  routine  inspections  of  plant  and  equipment.  In  the 
main  it  was  found  that  methods  of  production  were  satisfactory.  As 
one  small  dairy  farm  may  be  closed  soon  due  to  the  formation  of  an 
industrial  estate,  stock  was  depleted  to  such  an  extent  that  milk  pro- 
duction was  practically  negligible  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Regular  supervision  was  also  carried  out  at  the  four  registered 
dairies  in  the  town  where  milk  brought  in  from  country  farms  is  bottled. 
Improvements  included  new  fibre  glass  washing  tubs  to  replace  un- 
serviceable galvanised  tubs,  new  bottling  machine,  and  at  one  dairy 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  new  rubbers  and  valves  on  the 
bottling  machine. 

Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licensed  in  1964  were  as 
follows: 

Registrations:  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914-22 

Number 


Dairy  Byres  capable  of  housing  90  cows  . . . . . . 4 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  . . . . . . 39 

Retail  shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  . . . . 44 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  . . 4 


3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  burgh  licences  were  in  operation  during  1964: 

Number 


Producers  licenced  to  produce  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  (Wholesale  only)  . . 2 

Pasteurisers  Licences  2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . . . 5 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . . . . . 24 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . , 7 


In  addition  retailers  outwith  the  burgh  held  the  following  licences: 

Number 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . 5 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . . . 3 

Supplementary  licence  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  . . . . 1 
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According  to  information  available  to  this  department,  the  quan- 
tity of  milk  consumed  daily  in  Kirkcaldy  is  approximately  4,206 
gallons  designated  as  follows: 


Gallons 

Certified 

912 

Tuberculin  Tested 

858 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

2,016 

T.T.  Pasteurised  (Schools)  . . 

420 

Total  . . 4,206 

To  ensure  comphance  with  prescribed  tests  the  following  milk 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Fife  District  Laboratory,  Cameron 


Hospital,  Windygates: 

Certified  Milk 
Tubercuhn  Tested  Milk 
Local  Producers 
Milk  Dispensers 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk: 

Dairy  Samples . . 
Schools  Samples 
Vending  Machines 
Shops  and  Vans 

Totals 


Number 

Conformed 

Failed 

53 

40 

13 

46 

37 

9 

14 

14 

— 

61 

37 

24 

20 

20 

— 

16 

16 

— 

3 

3 

— 

5 

5 

218 

172 

46 

Milk  samples  not  conforming  to  prescribed  tests  were  slightly  more 
than  the  previous  year  when  43  samples  failed.  High  bacterial  counts 
caused  failures  in  3 samples,  coliform  organisms  were  present  in  32 
samples  and  both  high  counts  and  coliform  organisms  were  found  in 
12  samples.  All  failures  concerned  milk  produced  in  the  County  area 
and  this  necessitated  the  results  of  tests  being  passed  to  the  respective 
County  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  investigation  at  the  producing  farms. 
No  retailer  had  3 consecutive  failures. 


Milk  Vending  Machines 

Four  vending  machines  belonging  to  a County  producer  continued 
to  operate  during  the  year,  total  daily  milk  sales  being  approximately 
45  gallons.  All  samples  taken  complied  with  the  prescribed  regulations. 
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Milk  Dispensers 

Regular  sampling  was  carried  out  from  five  milk  dispensers  in- 
stalled in  local  cafes  and  dance  halls.  Following  upon  the  high  incidence 
of  sample  failures  from  these  machines  last  year,  sampling  routine  was 
increased  to  almost  double.  Once  again  the  results  of  these  bacterio- 
logical tests  proved  to  be  most  disturbing,  when  the  percentage  of 
failures  was  39.34%.  Incoming  milk  was  sampled  on  delivery  to  the 
various  cafes  and  dance  halls  and  as  these  proved  satisfactory,  it  was 
evident  the  operators  of  the  dispensers  were  not  exercising  sufficient 
care  in  cleaning  and  sterilising  routine.  Practical  advice  and  demons- 
tration was  given  as  to  correct  cleaning  and  sterilising  procedure  by  the 
sampling  officer  and  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  also  sent  one  of  their 
representatives  to  advise  on  correct  methods  of  chemical  sterilisation 
and  the  use  of  chemical  sterilants.  At  one  cafe  it  was  discovered  that  a 
polythene  pail  was  used  to  carry  milk  from  an  upstairs  kitchen  to  the 
dispenser.  The  owner  was  advised  to  obtain  a stainless  steel  milk  pail 
to  be  kept  solely  for  this  purpose.  This  was  done  and  subsequent 
results  proved  satisfactory. 


Pasteurisers 

Throughout  the  year  both  pasteurising  plants  functioned  satis- 
factorily and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  the  samples  taken  complied 
with  the  prescribed  tests.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  pasteurising 
plant  operated  by  a local  Co-operative  Society  was  taken  over  by  the 
S.C.W.S.  Ltd.  who  now  operate  both  pasteurising  plants  within  the 
town.  Painting  and  some  repairs  were  carried  out  to  walls  and  floors 
at  both  places. 

At  one  pasteurising  plant  a 2,000  gallon  stainless  steel  bulk  tank 
with  in-place  cleaning  was  installed  and  the  consignment  of  milk  in 
cans  to  the  dairy  was  discontinued,  thus  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
creamery.  The  daily  turnover  of  milk  at  the  two  pasteurising  plants 
was  5,450  gallons,  a considerable  increase  from  the  previous  year.  Of 
this,  3,014  gallons  were  delivered  to  Co-operative  Societies  and  schools 
throughout  the  County. 


Milk  Cans  Inspections 

The  need  to  inspect  milk  cans  at  local  creameries  has  diminished 
under  the  new  method  of  bulk  delivery  of  milk  already  mentioned. 

4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 

A total  of  287  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
Dundee,  for  examination,  being  81  formal  samples  of  which  5 were 
reported  as  not  genuine,  and  189  informal  samples,  12  of  which  were 
found  to  be  adulterated.  Observations  of  the  Public  Analyst  are  in- 
cluded on  these  samples  which  received  adverse  reports. 
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Number  Examined  Not  Genuine 


Baking  Powder  . . 

1 

Beer 

6 

Brandy  . . 

1 

Butter 

6 

Cereals  . . 

1 

Coffee 

2 

Confections 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fats  and  Oils 

7 

Cream  . . 

2 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

Evaporated  Milk 

1 

1 

Fish  Cakes 

5 

Flour 

1 

Fruit  and  Dried  Fruit  . . 

17 

Fruit  Juices 

1 

Ice  Cream 

20 

Ice  Lollies 

3 

Jams  and  Jellies 

3 

1 

Margarine 

6 

Marzipan 

1 

Meat  and  Fish  Paste  . . 

5 

Meat  and  Fish  Products 

14 

1 

Medicinals 

6 

Milk  

76 

7 

Milk  Ice 

1 

Mince 

22 

1 

Mincemeat 

2 

Mineral  Waters 

9 

Nuts 

2 

Rum 

1 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

12 

Sausages 

11 

Soup 

5 

Spices  and  Condiments. . 

8 

1 

Spreads  and  Curds 

1 

1 

Table  Jellies 

1 

Vegetables 

2 

Whisky  . . 

23 

3 

287  17 

Milk  = == 

The  average  quality  of  the  milk  supply  as  indicated  by  the  76 
samples  analysed  was  as  follows : 


Water 

86.37% 

Total  Solids 

, , 

13.63% 

Fat  . . 

..  4.79% 

Solids-not-fat 

..  8.84% 

100.00% 
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I The  figures  show  that  while  the  average  solids-not-fat  content  of 
1 the  milk  supply  had  altered  very  little  from  the  figures  of  8.88  % shown 
j in  1963,  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  average  fat  content, 
the  figure  for  1963  being  4.14%.  Of  the  76  milk  samples  1 formal 
sample  and  6 informal  samples  did  not  conform  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture (Sale  of  Milk)  Regulations,  1901.  The  formal  sample  and  3 of 
I the  informal  samples,  however,  did  not  show  the  presence  of  added 
water  when  the  Hortvet  Test  was  applied,  but  2 samples  contained 
added  water,  one  to  the  extent  of  3%  and  the  other  13.5%.  The  latter 
was  found  on  investigation  to  be  due  to  gross  carelessness  by  boys 
I using  a water  hose  in  the  dairy.  One  sample  of  milk  was  found  to 
I contain  0.01  international  units  of  penicillin  per  millilitre  of  milk,  a 
i matter  which  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Creamery  Manager. 


Ice  Cream 

A summary  of  the  results  of  analyses  is  given  in  the  following 
table: 


Fat  % 

Milk  Solids-not-Fat  % 

Average 

..  6.81 

10.81 

Maximum 

. . 9.00 

14.38 

Minimum 

. . 5.30 

7.50 

All  of  the  20  samples  submitted  conformed  to  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959.  The  regulations  also  govern 
[the  sale  of  milk  ice  and  1 formal  sample  submitted  was  found  to  be 
I genuine. 

Mince 

One  sample  of  mince  was  found  to  contravene  the  Preservatives 
in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1962,  in  that  it  contained  750  parts 
per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide,  whereas  the  maximum  allowed  is  450 
parts  per  million.  The  seller  was  fined  £20. 

Sausages 

One  informal  and  10  formal  samples  of  sausages  were  submitted 
and  all  were  found  to  conform  to  the  regulations. 

Confections 

One  informal  sample  of  Fruit  and  Nut  Chocolate  was  given  an 
adverse  report  in  that  the  fat  extracted  from  the  sample  did  not  possess 
;the  characteristics  of  cocoa  butter  and  thus  the  sample  should  not  have 
■aeen  labelled  “chocolate”  without  further  qualifications.  The  matter 
.vas  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  manufacturer. 
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Evaporated  Milk 

One  informal  sample  of  Evaporated  Milk  was  found  to  contravene 
the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1959,  in  that  it  was  deficient  in  fat 
content  to  the  extent  of  2.2  %.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  importers 
for  attention. 

Jams  and  Jellies 

Three  informal  samples  were  submitted  in  this  category  and  1 
sample  of  Blackcurrant  Jam  did  not  conform  to  the  Food  Standard 
(Preserves)  Order,  1953,  in  that  it  was  deficient  in  Soluble  Solids 
content  to  the  extent  of  2.0%.  The  manufacturer  was  notified. 

Meat  and  Fish  Products 

One  sample  of  Chicken  Fritters  was  given  an  adverse  report  as  it 
was  felt  that  the  definition  of  a “fritter”  indicated  a slice  of  meat 
coated  in  batter  and  fried,  while  this  sample  was  similar  in  composition 
to  a fish  cake  and  had  a meat  content  of  only  36%.  A similar  result 
was  commented  upon  last  year. 

Spices  and  Condiments 

One  informal  sample  of  French  Mustard  did  not  conform  to  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953,  in  that  although  the  sample  contained 
more  than  one  ingredient  no  list  of  ingredients  in  order  of  proportion 
by  weight  was  shown  on  the  label.  The  list  of  ingredients  was  found 
to  be  on  a separate  label  which  had  become  detached  from  the  bottle. 

Spreads  and  Curds 

One  informal  sample  of  Lemon  Curd  was  submitted  and  found  to 
contravene  the  Food  Standards  (Preserves)  Order,  1953,  in  that  it  was 
deficient  in  fat  content  to  the  extent  of  7.5  %.  No  satisfactory  explanation 
could  be  found  for  this  deficiency  other  than  inadequate  mixing  during 
manufacture. 

Whisky 

Three  samples  of  whisky  did  not  conform  to  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Scotland)  Act,  1956.  They  contravened  Section  6 (1)  of  this  Act  in 
that  the  information  supplied  with  the  samples  indicated  that  the 
strengths  were  70°  Proof,  whereas  the  actual  strength  of  the  samples 
were  67.4°,  67.5°  and  64.5°  Proof  respectively.  The  last  sample  also 
contravened  Section  2 of  the  same  Act  in  that  the  strength  was  below 
the  minimum  strength  of  65°  Proof.  The  three  cases  were  submitted 
to  the  Procurator  Fiscal.  No  proceedings  were  instituted. 

General  Remarks 

All  other  samples  not  specifically  mentioned  were  of  good  quality 
and  conformed  to  the  respective  regulations  governing  their  sale. 
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A total  of  17  samples  out  of  the  287  samples  submitted  received 
adverse  reports.  This  represents  an  adulteration  rate  of  6.92%,  which 
is  much  higher  than  the  comparable  figure  in  1963,  and  is  in  fact  the 
highest  adulteration  rate  for  the  past  7 years.  This  is  brought  about 
by  the  wider  range  of  samples  now  being  submitted  for  examination. 

Labelling  of  Food 

All  cases  were  followed  up  by  direct  communication  with  the 
manufacturer  or  importer  where  samples  on  analysis  did  not  conform 
to  the  statement  of  contents  given  on  the  label.  In  one  instance  the 
percentage  of  SO2  given  on  the  label  for  pork  seasoning  would  have 
brought  the  sulphur  dioxide  content  in  pork  sausage  to  a figure  of  461 
parts  per  million  against  the  450  parts  per  million  permitted  under  the 
Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1962.  The  firm  rechecked 
the  percentage  of  SO2  in  the  product  and  agreed  to  amend  this  to  1.475 
instead  of  the  1.50  labelled. 


5.  Food  Premises  and  Hygiene 

A total  of  1,908  inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
in  1964  including  267  inspections  of  mobile  shops  and  vans.  Apart 
from  the  many  verbal  recommendations  and  advice  given  by  Inspectors 
to  staff  and  management  altogether  10  letters  were  sent  in  terms  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959. 

Inspections  were  increased  this  year  due  to  the  outbreak  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Aberdeen  and  many  minor  faults  were  brought  to  the  attention 
of  those  in  charge  of  food  premises.  Every  endeavour  was  made  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  standards  required  by  the  Regulations  re- 
lating to  cleanliness  of  premises  and  equipment,  and  particularly  the 
adequate  use  of  hand-washing  facilities.  Good  progress  continued  to 
be  made  by  persuasive  measures  to  reach  higher  standards  in  all  food- 
handling premises  but,  of  course,  top  marks  could  not  be  given  in  quite 
a number  of  cases  where  a more  enlightened  outlook  on  hygiene 
generally  had  still  to  be  developed.  Closer  attention  was  also  given  to 
the  100  or  so  travelling  shops  and  vans  which  operate  from  centres 
inside  or  outside  the  town,  since  because  of  their  mobile  nature  these 
vehicles  are  less  liable  to  regular  inspection  than  fixed  premises.  Stan- 
dards of  hygiene  again  ranged  from  first-class  to  a few  cases  where  the 
j subject  appeared  to  receive  somewhat  scant  attention.  Immediate  action 
was  taken  to  bring  the  laggards  into  line  with  requirements  but  it  was 
apparent  that  only  by  more  frequent  inspection  of  all  food  premises 
and  mobile  food  shops  could  it  be  assured  that  a satisfactory  standard 
of  hygiene  was  being  maintained.  Such  items  as  gas  geysers  not  con- 
tinuously ignited  or  electric  geysers  not  switched  on  during  working 
hours  simply  meant  that  hot  water  was  not  available  on  the  premises 
when  wanted,  and  some  travelling  shops  provided  with  a neat  corner 
Isink  but  no  water  in  the  supply  tank  left  one  wondering  whether  the 
fitment  was  ornamental  rather  than  an  aid  to  clean  hands  and  clean 
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food  distribution.  The  use  of  a separate  knife  for  cutting  fresh  meat 
and  cooked  meats  had  to  be  pointed  out  to  assistants  in  several  butchers’ 
vans  and  the  use  of  one  set  of  scales  for  weighing  unwashed  vegetables 
then  various  fruits  which  are  usually  eaten  without  peeling  or  washing 
also  left  something  to  be  desired.  Leakage  of  water  and  mud  through 
wheel  arches  of  wrapped  bread  delivery  vans  needed  attention  and  the 
daily  brushing  out  of  some  vans  by  vanboys  followed  by  a weekly  wash 
by  cleaners  was  considered  to  need  revision.  Painting  of  inside  surfaces 
of  fibre-glass  bodies  provided  a more  easily  cleansed  surface  and  im- 
proved the  van  appearance.  Bactericides  to  aid  the  cleaning  of  utensils, 
shelves,  tables  and  counters  are  not  popular  in  some  shops  because  of 
the  alleged  risk  of  taint  but  there  is  little  support  for  this  if  the  bacteri- 
cide is  used  according  to  directions,  and  the  benefits  are  many.  The 
cleaning  of  meat  slicing  machines  based  on  manufacturers’  instructions 
also  needs  revision  to  be  in  line  with  modern  hygienic  practice. 

Altogether  63  stall  holders  and  mobile  vans  sold  foodstuffs  at  the 
Links  Market  and  178  inspections  were  made  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  Regulations.  On  the  whole  the  frequency  of  inspections  at 
this  Fair  over  the  past  few  years  has  raised  standards  higher  than  was 
thought  possible  for  temporary  premises. 

“Now  Wash  Your  Hands”  posters  were  distributed  to  all  food 
premises  as  part  of  the  anti-typhoid  publicity  campaign  and  advantage 
was  taken  to  focus  attention  on  school  kitchens  and  dining  centres; 
disposal  of  wastes  and  refuse  storage  arrangements  needed  attention, 
while  several  defects  were  notified  to  the  supervising  authority.  Noti- 
fication was  received  of  intention  to  fumigate  a large  flour  mill;  this 
treatment  is  carried  out  annually  by  a specialist  firm  to  destroy  insect 
pests. 

All  hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens  were  visited  by  a Food  and  Dairy 
Hygiene  Officer  from  the  Central  department  along  with  the  Depute  ^ 
Sanitary  Inspector.  On  the  whole  a very  good  standard  of  hygiene  was 
found  to  be  observed  except  at  one  hotel  kitchen  and  two  restaurants, 
where  fairly  regular  supervision  was  recommended  to  be  maintained. 

A complaint  of  illness  among  guests  after  a wedding  party  meal  led 
to  an  investigation  of  food  handling  in  the  hotel  kitchen  premises. 
Although  it  could  not  be  proved  the  illness  arose  from  this  source 
several  undesirable  features  had  to  be  rectified  by  the  management  re- 
lating to  handling  of  pre-cooked  foods,  exclusion  of  dogs  and  a parrot 
from  the  kitchen  and  better  arrangement  of  fitments  to  allow  floors  to 
be  properly  cleansed.  An  outbreak  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  at  a 
children’s  home  gave  an  indication  of  a common  source  of  infection. 
Food  storage,  handling  of  food,  washing  and  cleanliness  of  crockery 
and  the  sanitary  accommodation  were  all  carefully  examined  but  nothing 
was  found  which  could  pin-point  the  cause  of  sickness  among  the 
children.  Presence  of  flies  in  the  cafeteria  of  a large  store  was  brought 
to  our  attention.  The  firm  had  regular  treatment  for  insect  pests  every 
six  weeks  but  part  of  the  ventilation  system  was  found  to  be  out  of 
action  and  the  toilets  were  asked  to  be  kept  cleaner.  On  our  recom- 
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mendation  an  area  of  walls  in  a fairly  new  bakehouse  was  treated  with 
a special  spray  liquid  to  control  a black  mould  growth  which  had 
developed. 

Complaints  relating  to  unsound  or  badly  handled  food  requiring 
investigation  this  year  included  a mouldy  pie,  small  pieces  of  glass  in 
a lemonade  bottle,  foreign  matter  inside  a school  milk  bottle,  later 
discovered  to  be  cement,  and  a maggot  or  grub  on  nut  inside  a wrapped 
nougat  caramel.  In  the  latter  case  the  manufacturing  firm  immediately 
withdrew  all  stock  of  this  line  when  informed  of  the  discovery. 

Among  new  food  premises  opened  this  year  was  a supermarket 
fitted  with  all  modern  amenities  of  the  latest  self-service  stores.  A 
modern  cooked  meats  and  sausage  factory,  designed  along  the  latest 
hygienic  lines  to  cater  for  a substantial  weekly  manufacture  of  meat 
products,  also  went  into  service  for  a local  co-operative  society. 

Following  the  Aberdeen  typhoid  outbreak  and  subsequent  circulars 
from  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department  a check  was  made  of 
shops,  warehouses,  restaurants,  hotels  and  bakehouses  in  connection 
with  stocks  of  6 lb.  tins  of  corned  beef.  Altogether  1,425  tins  with 
suspect  markings  and  the  correct  serial  numbers  were  found.  Two  tins 
were  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  examination  and  fortunately  the  results 
were  negative.  As  instructed,  all  stocks  with  suspect  marking  were 
directed  to  be  returned  to  the  suppliers. 


6.  Unsound  Food 

Regular  weekly  visits  were  made  to  various  wholesale  grocery  ware- 
houses in  addition  to  periodic  visits  to  shops  to  inspect  and  condemn 
unsound  foods.  Some  333  inspections  were  made  resulting  in  the 
undernoted  foodstuffs  being  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction, 
mainly  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip. 


Fresh  Fruit  . . 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Canned  Fruit 

4,204 

11 

Fresh  Vegetables 

— 

— 

Canned  Vegetables  . . 

1,955 

2 

Fresh  Fish 

304 

— 

Canned  Fish  . . 

98 

6| 

Fresh  Meat  . . 

86 

— 

Canned  Meat 

6,676 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables 

106 

9 

Canned  Milk  and  Cream  . . 

226 

13 

Canned  Soup 

1,244 
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lbs.  oz. 

Canned  Jam  . . . . . . . . 393  8 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  1,317  3| 

16,613  2\ 


1.  Meat 

Mr.  Albert  Walsh,  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  kindly  provided 
the  statistics  shown  on  page  48  relating  to  activities  at  the  Abattoir 
in  1964.  The  total  kill  was  30,711  an  increase  of  1,184  animals  over 
the  previous  year;  cattle  rose  by  937  and  sheep  by  538,  while  calves 
and  pigs  fell  by  147  and  144  respectively. 

All  the  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  in  terms  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932,  and  the  Food  (Meat  In- 
spection) (Scotland)  Regulations,  1961. 

Meat  and  offals  condemned  were  processed  in  the  Iwel  plant  on 
the  premises.  By-product  sales  were  dried  blood  5 tons  9 cwts;  meat 
and  bone  meal  9 tons  15  cwts,  and  technical  tallow  13  tons  3 cwts 
2 qrs.  16  lbs. 

Having  regard  to  the  Food  (Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Meat) 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1963,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  July,  1964, 
to  upgrade  hygiene  in  slaughterhouses  the  following  improvements  have 
been  made: 

{a)  Hydraulic  steam  jet  cleaner  unit  for  washing  floors  and  equip- 
ment. 

(b)  Mechanical  blood  stirrer  provided  in  place  of  hand  stirring  of 
blood  in  pails. 

(c)  Improved  electric  lighting  in  main  lairage,  slaughtering  hall 
and  meat  detention  room  under  consideration. 

(d)  Partial  overhead  bleeding  system  in  use  serving  two  cattle 
dressing  bays. 

(e)  “No  Smoking”  notices  posted  throughout  the  premises. 

(/)  White  waterproof  caps  came  into  general  use  by  all  members 
of  staff. 

An  increase  in  cattle  throughput  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  when  a new  customer  found  it  convenient  to  use  Kirkcald> 
Abattoir  as  a centre  for  slaughter.  Discussions  were  in  hand  for  a 
possible  extension  of  this  trade. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1964 
at  Kirkcaldy  Public  Abattoir 


Diseases 

Cattle 

excluding 

Calves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Tuberculosis: 

(a)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

5 

— 

— 

55 

60 

Cysticercosis: 

(a)  Whole  carcases  affected  but 
passed  after  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

8 

8 

(6)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

1 

Actinobacillosis  and  Actinomycosis: 
(a)  N^ole  carcases  unfit 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

56 

— 

— 

— 

56 

Septicaemia  (fevered  carcases): 
Whole  carcases  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Trichinosis: 

Whole  carcases  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  diseases: 

(fl)  Whole  carcases  unfit 

19 

22 

60 

25 

126 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  unfit 

2,732 

5 

414 

122 

3,273 

Total  of  items  1 to  6 above,  ex- 
excluding  the  figures  at 
(a)  of  item  2 

2,812 

27 

474 

204 

3,517 

1 

Total  number  of  animals  inspected 
during  the  year  at  slaughterhouse 

8,560 

551 

16,778 

4,822 

30,711 

- 
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8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 


In  terms  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  the  fol- 
lowing premises  and  vehicles  were  registered  by  the  Town  Council  at 


31st  December,  1964: 

Premises  (Manufacture,  Storage  and/or  Sale)  . . . . 6 

Premises  (Manufacture,  Storage)  . . . . . . 2 

Premises  (Manufacture)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Premises  (Storage  only)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Premises  (Storage  and  Sale)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Vehicles  (Sale  only)  . . . . . . . . . . 43 


In  addition  to  the  above,  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold  from 
91  other  premises. 

The  figures  show  a decrease  of  one  in  the  case  of  premises  registered 
for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  and  an  increase  of  one  in  the  case  of 
premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  storage.  This  arose  following 
the  closure  of  an  old-established  ice  cream  manufacturing  business  due 
to  proposed  redevelopment  of  the  area  and  the  subsequent  building  of 
a modern  ice  cream  factory  on  the  outskirts  of  the  burgh.  These  latter 
premises  were  registered  for  manufacture  and  storage  only  as  there 
were  no  facilities  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  decrease  of  9 vehicles 
over  the  previous  year  arose  through  several  manufacturers  disposing 
of  outmoded  horse-drawn  vehicles  and  tricycles. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  various  manufacturing  and 
retail  premises  during  the  year  was  117,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
routine  inspection  of  plant  and  equipment.  Generally  speaking  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  The 
main  faults  discovered  were  careless  handling  of  plant  and  inadequate 
cleaning  and  sterilising  of  equipment. 

During  the  year  40  samples  of  ice  cream  and  milk  ice  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  this  number  9 failed  to  comply 
with  the  standard  recommended  by  the  Central  Department. 

The  incidence  of  failures  due  to  coliform  organisms  was  fully  50% 
less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  all  but  two  of  the  failures  resulted 
from  premises  where  the  ice  cream  was  purchased  wholesale  in  small 
quantities  and  had  a fairly  slow  turnover.  Insufficient  care  with  regard 
to  the  regular  cleansing  of  serving  scoops  was  a common  cause  of 
sample  failure. 

Regular  inspections  of  ice  cream  vehicles  were  carried  out  and 
generally  these  were  found  to  be  well  maintained,  very  clean  and  all 
supplied  with  hand  washing  facilities.  Two  vehicles  were  found  to  be 
dirty  and  the  owners  were  notified;  subsequent  inspections  showed  that 
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the  warning  letters  had  been  effective.  One  van  salesman  was  found  to 
have  no  identity  card  and  since  the  registration  of  this  vehicle  was  held 
by  another  authority  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  attention. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  samples  taken  and  the 
results  obtained : 


Bacteria  Count 

No. 

No.  with  Coliform  Bacilli 

0 — 500 

18 

1 

501  — 1,000 

1 

— 

1,001  — 5,000 

10 

1 

5,001  — 10,000 

4 

2 

10,001  — 15,000 

— 

— 

15,001  — 25,000 

2 

2 

25,001  — 50,000 

2 

2 

50,001  — 100,000 

— 

— 

100,001  — 200,000 

— 

— 

Uncountable 

3 

1 

Total 

40 

9 

! Twenty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  in 
terms  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959. 
A summary  of  results  of  analyses  of  these  samples  is  given  under 
isection  4 of  this  report. 

9.  Shops  Act 

I 

Under  the  Shops  Act,  246  inspections  were  made  this  year.  Eight 
written  notifications  were  sent  regarding  defects  at  shops  while  several 
shopkeepers  were  warned  verbally  on  such  items  as  lack  of  cleanliness 
pf  sanitary  accommodation,  inadequate  ventilation  or  heating  and  non- 
display of  prescribed  notices.  Three  shopkeepers  notified  their  intention 
;o  change  from  Wednesday  to  Saturday  for  half-day  closing,  one  shop- 
keeper enquired  about  opening  on  Sunday  and  another  extended  his 
mixed  shop  business  to  enable  him  to  remain  open  on  Wednesday 
ifternoon  for  restricted  sales.  Twenty-seven  Wednesday  afternoon  in- 
spections were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Half-Holiday  Order. 

The  Town  Council  suspended  the  operation  of  the  general  closing 
lours  for  the  maximum  period  during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year 
lolidays. 

With  new  legislation  coming  into  force  under  the  Offices,  Shops 
ind  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  a merging  of  shop  records  is  in  course 
!)f  being  prepared. 
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Under  the  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  one  complaint 
was  received  regarding  excessive  overtime  being  worked  by  a young 
person.  The  matter  referred  to  a boy  in  temporary  employment  and 
a younger  person  than  the  firm  normally  employed.  The  firm  at  once 
exhibited  the  necessary  forms,  provided  a record  book  for  entry  of 
working  hours  of  young  persons  and  the  manager  obtained  a copy  of 
the  memorandum  of  this  Act  for  his  guidance. 

10.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

Altogether  50  inspections  were  made  to  the  29  registered  premises. 
No  infringements  of  bye-laws  were  discovered  or  reported.  The  bye- 
laws cover  such  matters  as  hours  of  opening  and  closing,  adequate 
lighting  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

One  verbal  enquiry  was  received  concerning  an  extension  of 
evening  closing  hours.  This  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  hours 
fixed  under  the  bye-laws  and  could  not  be  recommended. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

11.  Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  355  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  and  a further  54  nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  were  discovered 
by  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Some  of  the  alleged  nuisances 
were  of  a trivial  nature  which  did  not  warrant  any  action  being  taken 
while  in  a number  of  other  cases  the  complaint  was  rectified  immediately 
it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  parties  concerned,  especially 
where  tenants  or  owner-occupiers  were  involved.  The  abatement  of  ' 
nuisances  required  1,877  inspections  and  revisits. 

There  were  331  intimations  and  notices  served  in  terms  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland) 
Act,  1892. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year: 


1.  Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned  . . . . 14 

2.  Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  . . . . . . 9 

3.  Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleaned  . . . . 6 

4.  Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleaned 26 

5.  Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved  . . 38 

6.  Defective  sinks,  tubs,  wash  hand  basins  and  baths 

renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

7.  Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  . . 11 
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8.  Defective  W.C.  apartments  repaired 

9.  Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired 

10.  Defective  roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

1 1 . Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  . . 

12.  Defective  floors  repaired  or  renewed 

13.  General  housing  defects  remedied 

14.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 

15.  Nuisances  caused  by  hens,  cats  and  dogs 

16.  Nuisances  caused  by  stray  pigeons 

17.  Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated 

18.  Other  insect  pest  conditions  treated 

19.  Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . 


17 

17 

8 

45 

4 
13 
44 

5 

21 

7 

55 

66 
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Serious  nuisance  arose  on  the  public  footpath  when  the  main 
drainage  of  a three-storey  tenement  became  blocked  at  Overton  Road. 
The  twelve  houses  in  the  block  were  owned  by  six  separate  owners  and 
it  was  ascertained  that  for  various  reasons,  including  that  of  collection 
of  payment,  tradesmen  would  not  carry  out  the  work  of  clearance. 

, The  Sanitary  Department  was  asked  to  help  and  signatures  were  taken 
from  all  owners  to  undertake  to  pay  their  share  of  the  cost  and  the 
work  was  done  on  their  behalf  by  the  Town  Council  Roads  Depart- 
ment. There  could  be  an  extension  of  requests  of  this  kind  in  future 
due  to  the  multiplicity  of  owners  in  most  tenemental  properties 
Inowadays.  Choked  drainage  also  occurred  at  shop  premises  at  Chapel, 
which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  cleared.  Investigation  revealed  that 
the  drains  were  connected  to  a septic  tank  which  was  blocked.  The 
tank  was  cleaned  out  but  the  firm  agreed  thereafter  to  connect  the  shop 
drains  to  a sewer,  which  passed  within  10  feet  of  the  premises.  Sticks, 
broken  branches  from  trees  and  similar  debris  found  their  way  into 
sewer  manholes  in  the  Chapel  Valley  area  to  cause  blockage  in  the 
sewer,  which  overflowed  by  means  of  storm  overflows  into  the  burn 
Dassing  through  Dunnikier  Den.  This  must  be  the  cause  of  past 
eports  of  sewage  smells  and  pollution  seen  in  this  watercourse.  On 
ieveral  occasions  this  year  obstructions  were  removed  by  the  Roads 
Department  from  the  sewer  in  question. 

Two  complaints  of  dust  nuisance  were  investigated.  One  referred 
,0  the  dust  arising  from  the  cyclone-type  dust  arresters  fitted  to  the 
'rain  cleaning  plant  of  recently  erected  makings.  The  efficiency  of  the 
>lant  seemed  to  be  below  average  and  the  firm  agreed  to  experiment 
vith  bag-filter  type  extractors,  which  might  also  reduce  noise  from  this 
)lant.  The  other  dust  nuisance  arose  from  stock  piles  of  ashes  stored 
n an  open  yard  for  the  manufacture  of  breeze  blocks.  The  ashes  are 
vet  when  delivered  but  dry  out  quickly,  and  surface  fine  ash  finds  its 
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way  across  the  street  into  the  rooms  of  several  dwelling  houses  in  windy 
weather.  The  firm  intend  to  demolish  old  buildings  so  that  the  stock 
piles  can  be  moved  behind  the  main  factory  buildings  to  form  a screen. 

Dumping  of  refuse  occurred  on  two  sites  at  Chapel  and  these  were 
eventually  covered  over  with  soil  and  clean  ashes  by  the  owners  to  stop 
unsightly  appearance  of  the  land.  Efforts  were  also  continued  to  stop 
dumping  of  refuse  over  the  braes  at  Dysart.  The  dumping  of  house 
refuse  over  the  bum  banks  behind  Corporation  houses  in  Simpson 
Street  caused  concern  since  apart  from  unsightliness,  flies  and  rats  are 
attracted  to  the  area.  It  is  likely  that  this  burn  will  be  culverted  soon 
and  the  depression  behind  the  houses  filled  up  and  levelled. 

The  usual  arrangements  were  in  force  to  prevent  any  public  health 
nuisance  arising  during  the  period  of  the  Links  Market.  It  was  pleasing 
to  note  that  several  food  stalls  provided  litter-baskets  nearby  to  reduce 
litter  on  the  Esplanade.  Temporary  lighting  was  in  use  at  all  public 
conveniences  during  the  Market  and  the  provision  of  hot  water  therein 
for  hand-washing  was  much  appreciated  by  many  of  the  travelling 
showmen  and  assistants.  A proposal  to  open  the  Market  on  the  Sunday 
of  the  Fair  was  not  approved  by  the  Town  Council. 

There  was  a welcome  reduction  in  the  number  of  insect  pest  con- 
ditions to  be  treated  in  houses  this  year.  Two  firms  took  successful 
action  to  prevent  stray  pigeons  roosting  on  their  properties.  One  con- 
cerned the  smoothing  up  of  rough  ends  of  a high  gable  so  that  all 
roosts  and  nesting  sites  were  removed,  while  a bank  employed  a well- 
known  firm  to  lay  special  “strip”  on  all  ledges  of  a new  extension  and 
on  the  front  ledges  of  the  old  section,  following  cleaning  down  of 
stonework  and  repainting.  The  “strip”  scares  the  pigeons  from  roosting 
on  the  premises. 

Inspections  of  stables  and  piggeries  totalled  20;  most  of  the  pig- 
geries are  small  places  and  few  horses  are  now  kept  within  the  town. 

Very  little  action  could  be  taken  this  year  about  inspection  of 
closes,  passages  and  stairs  for  painting  or  whitewashing;  it  was  noted, 
however,  that  there  had  been  a fair  response  to  previous  notices  in  this 
connection. 

The  attendance  of  convenience  cleaners  at  all  Beveridge  Park  and 
Ravenscraig  Park  conveniences  during  Saturday  afternoons  in  summer, 
when  large  gatherings  were  expected,  did  much  to  keep  these  buildings 
clean,  tidy  and  free  from  nuisance.  A weekend  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
Caravan  Club  took  place  at  Ravenscraig  Park  when  160  caravans  were 
sited  in  these  spacious  grounds.  Two  soakaway  pits  were  provided  for 
liquid  wastes,  sewage  disposal  was  through  main  drainage  in  the  park 
and  30  temporary  bins  were  provided  for  litter  and  refuse.  The  Town 
Council  was  complimented  on  the  efficiency  of  general  arrangements 
for  a pleasant  stay.  The  Parks  department  arranged  to  clean  out 
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, rubbish  and  litter  from  the  small  burn  which  feeds  the  Hayfield  paddling 
1 pool,  used  by  large  numbers  of  children  during  school  holidays.  Weekly 
visits  were  made  to  this  pool  by  an  Inspector  during  the  busy  season. 
The  main  beach  at  Pathhead  Sands,  a popular  resort  for  townspeople 
and  visitors  alike,  is  now  almost  devoid  of  sand  due  to  a build  up  of 
redd  material  from  colliery  bings  along  the  coast.  About  3,000  tons 
of  this  stony  refuse  was  removed  but  this  failed  to  expose  a sandy 
beach.  Seafield  is  now  the  cleanest  beach  in  the  burgh  with  a fair 
amount  of  clean  sand  above  high  water  mark,  and  the  Buchanan 
Street  sewer  outfall  is  far  enough  away  not  to  pollute  this  area  to  any 
great  extent. 

12.  Rats  and  Mice 

A separate  report  is  sent  annually  to  the  Central  Department 
covering  activities  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
The  following  information  is  extracted  therefrom : 


1 . Number  of  properties  inspected 1007 

2.  Number  found  infested  with  rats  or  mice  . . 165 

3.  Number  cleared  of  rats  or  mice  . . . . . . 128 

4.  Number  of  manholes  baited  . . . . . . — 

5.  Total  estimated  kill  of  rats  . . . . . . 743 

6.  Total  estimated  kill  of  mice  355 


7.  Income  for  services  at  private  properties  £25  11s.  lid 


13.  Infectious  Diseases 

i Work  connected  with  infectious  diseases  called  for  investigation 
into  151  cases  comprising:  Dysentery  48;  Gastro-enteritis  43;  Scarlet 
Fever  38 ; Infective  Jaundice  - ; Food  Poisoning  3 ; Hepatitis  2 ; Diarrhoea 
|6;  Erysipelas  9 and  Para-typhoid  2.  There  were  9 special  enquiries 
jrelating  to  possible  contacts  with  Typhoid  fever  cases  elsewhere. 

1 A report  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  all  cases 
I nvestigated  and  intimations  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  was 
potified  to  headmasters  of  local  schools  in  35  instances. 

14.  Water  Supply 

The  Water  Engineer  reported  that  rainfall  recorded  at  Lothrie  for 
jhe  year  1964  was  31.93  inches  equivalent  to  86.53  per  cent  of  the  long 
iverage  rainfall  of  36.9  inches.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  4.97 
inches  below  average  equivalent  to  438  million  gallons  of  precipitation 
)n  the  total  area  of  the  gathering  grounds.  Monthly  rainfall  was  below 
iverage  during  seven  months  of  the  year. 

The  heavy  rainfall  during  the  latter  part  of  1963  brought  the 
eservoirs  to  curb  level  and  although  January  and  February  were  un- 
isually  dry  the  excess  of  rainfall  in  March  again  brought  the  reservoir 
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levels  to  overflow.  However,  the  levels  gradually  dropped  throughout 
the  summer  months  despite  above  average  rainfall  in  August.  This 
trend  continued  throughout  the  autumn  and  it  was  not  until  December 
that  the  downward  trend  was  reversed.  To  ensure  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  throughout  1965  it  was  essential  to  have  average  or  above 
average  rainfall  during  February  and  March.  The  inflow  and  draw-off 
from  the  reservoirs  is  now  so  finely  balanced  that  any  deficiency  in 
rainfall  materially  affects  the  quantity  of  water  in  storage. 

Chapel  village,  which  came  within  the  burgh  boundary  some  years 
ago,  ceased  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  County  Council  in 
May  when  an  extension  from  the  water  mains  at  Capshard  linked  it 
with  the  burgh  supply. 

In  connection  with  proposal  by  the  Housing  Committee  two  years 
ago  to  experiment  with  a 2 gallon  W.C.  cistern,  a 3 gallon  W.C.  cistern 
and  a dual  flush  cistern  in  Corporation  houses  to  find  if  water  saving 
could  be  accomplished  by  use  of  one  or  other  of  these  appliances,  the 
Town  Council  approved  a recommendation  by  the  Water  Committee, 
after  consideration  of  a report  by  the  officials  concerned,  that  2 gallon 
W.C.  cisterns  be  installed  in  all  future  housing  developments. 

Recommendations  were  made  and  adopted  by  the  local  Hospital 
Board  with  regard  to  the  cleaning,  painting  and  protection  of  water 
storage  tanks  in  hospital  premises. 

Twelve  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  all  were  found  suitable  for  drinking  and  other  domestic 
purposes. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  of  which  25  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
other  2 samples  were  from  Chapel,  taken  before  the  change-over  to 
the  burgh  supply;  the  results  suggested  contamination  by  soil  or  vege- 
tation but  no  evidence  of  this  could  be  found.  The  free  ammonia  figure 
was  found  to  be  higher  than  normal  in  one  sample,  which  could  affect 
the  taste  of  the  water,  and  in  2 samples  the  free  ammonia  present 
was  reported  to  be  due  to  dissolved  gases  in  the  water  and  did  not 
affect  its  use  for  domestic  and  other  purposes. 

15.  Factories 

There  were  380  premises  on  the  register  and  175  inspections  were 
made  to  ensure  compliance  with  health  standards.  Want  of  cleanliness 
was  found  at  one  factory,  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was 
dealt  with  at  another  work  place,  and  one  factory  had  defective  sanitary 
conveniences.  One  of  the  above  cases  was  referred  to  the  department 
by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  All  defects  were  remedied  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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No  outwork  is  carried  on  in  any  premises  in  terms  of  Part  VIII  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

Plans  approved  for  major,  minor  and  other  alterations  at  factories, 
including  improved  sanitary  accommodation,  totalled  21.  One  old 
established  laundry  at  West  Mills  closed  down  in  May  and  the  premises 
will  likely  be  converted  for  light-engineering  purposes  by  an  expanding 
firm  nearby.  There  are  now  only  2 laundries  operating  within  the  burgh. 

16.  Lodging  Houses 

No  premises  in  the  town  are  now  used  as  a common  lodging  house. 

17.  Smoke,  Grit  and  Fumes 

A total  of  93  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  industrial  boiler- 
house  plants  and  central  heating  units  while  43  smoke  observations 
were  taken  of  works’  chimneys.  Some  33  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance 
were  received  and  11  defects  at  domestic  chimneys  investigated.  The 
steady  improvement  in  atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  sources 
continued  this  year  and  attention  was  directed  to  the  few  remaining 
plants  still  to  comply  completely  with  the  requirements  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956. 

New  installations  this  year  included  11  oil-fired  units,  16  gas-fired 
units,  1 coal-fired  unit  and  1 conversion  to  electricity.  There  were  four 
conversions  from  coal  to  gas  firing. 

A survey  of  the  type  and  size  of  central  heating  plants  in  use  at 
banks,  offices,  shops,  churches,  clubs,  etc.,  was  completed  this  year  and 
particulars  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Summary  of  Central  Heating  Installations 


Type 

of 

Fuel 

55.000 
to 

100.000 
B.Th.Ujhr 

101,000 

to 

250,000 

B.Th.Ujhr 

251.000 
to 

500.000 
B.Th.Ujhr 

501,000 

to 

1,000,000 

B.Th.Ujhr 

Over 

1,000,000 

B.Th.Ujhr 

Coal 

(Hand-fired) 

30 

44 

25 

18 

1 

Coal 

[(Mechanical) 

2 

3 

9 

5 

5 

Gas 

23 

10 

3 

— 

1 

Oil 

9 

19 

15 

11 

25 

Electric 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

76 

52 

34 

38 
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A petition  received  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  from  ten 
occupiers  in  a residential  area  complaining  of  excessive  emission  of 
flyash  from  a nearby  cabinet  works,  where  sawdust  and  wood  wastes 
were  burned  in  two  old  Lancashire  boilers,  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
when  a modern  wood  waste  furnace  was  installed.  However,  this  new 
furnace  later  emitted  excessive  black  smoke  when  large  pieces  of  waste 
wood  were  burned.  A wood  hogger  was  recommended  with  a suction 
intake  to  the  furnace  and  following  this  installation  the  plant  operated 
without  offence.  The  factory  was  working  at  full  production  and  the 
firm  made  a further  improvement  by  installing  a new  oil-fired  package 
boiler. 

A laundry  in  a Corporation  housing  scheme  fitted  with  hand-fired 
Lancashire  boilerplant  installed  a modern  chain  grate  stoker;  this 
stopped  the  smoke  nuisance  at  once  and  the  firm  almost  doubled  the 
efficiency  of  the  boiler. 

A large  dyeworks,  which  had  also  been  a habitual  smoke  offender, 
scrapped  the  existing  hand-fired  Lancashire  boiler  and  replaced  it  with 
an  oil-fired  package  boiler;  again  the  smoke  nuisance  ceased  and  the 
management  were  more  than  delighted  with  the  increased  efficiency  of 
the  new  boiler  plant.  Two  other  boiler  plant  improvements  made  at 
a roperie  and  a spinning  mill  were  the  installation  of  under-feed  stokers 
to  existing  Lancashire  boilers;  here  again  a great  improvement  in  smoke 
emission  was  obtained.  A complaint  of  smoke  and  grit  emission  from 
a school  heating  plant  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  County  officials 
and  pending  the  installation  of  new  plant  a more  suitable  type  of  fuel 
was  obtained. 

Following  complaints  of  excessive  flyash  emission  from  a Co- 
operative Creamery,  Coal  Board  engineers  and  technical  experts  were 
called  in  to  advise;  the  plant  was  overhauled  and  an  excessive  accumul- 
ation of  grit  and  dust  removed  from  the  base  of  the  chimney  stack.  9 

Excessive  smoke  emission  from  a carpet  factory  was  found  to 
result  from  an  old  Lancashire  boiler  being  used  as  an  incinerator  to 
burn  waste  wool  and  other  refuse  indiscriminately.  Following  advice 
on  correct  firing  procedure  no  further  emission  was  noted. 

Several  complaints  were  again  received  about  fumes  and  smoke 
from  the  now  disused  redd  bing  at  Frances  Colliery,  just  outside  the 
burgh  boundary.  It  would  appear  this  huge  bing  is  likely  to  burn  itself 
out  in  time.  During  discussions  with  Coal  Board  officials  regarding 
an  extension  of  the  low-level  tip  at  Dysart  foreshore,  where  so  far,  by 
tipping  in  well-compacted  layers,  fire  has  been  controlled,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  all  possible  steps  should  be  taken  to  extinguish  the  heating 
of  the  old  bing.  Nuisance  from  smoke,  flyash  and  burnt  paper  from 
the  chimney  of  the  small  incinerator  at  Victoria  Hospital  was  consider- 
ably reduced  when  all  domestic  refuse  and  salvage  was  collected  by 
the  Cleansing  Department,  and  only  purely  hospital  refuse  was  burnt 
in  the  incinerator. 
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I Seventeen  notifications  were  received  in  terms  of  Section  3 (3)  of 
j the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  informing  the  Local  Authority  of  intention 
I to  instal  new  furnaces  or  make  extensive  alterations  to  existing  plant. 

' In  ten  cases  where  plans  were  submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guilt  Court 
I in  respect  of  chimney  heights  our  recommendations  were  accepted. 

1 On  the  domestic  side  of  atmospheric  pollution  from  house  chimneys 
I there  is  nothing  further  to  report  on  proposals  to  form  smoke  control 
' areas  within  the  burgh.  The  Town  Council,  however,  continued  its 
policy  of  building  all-electric  houses  in  most  of  its  new  housing  develop- 
1 ments  thereby  creating  smokeless  zones  as  house-building  extends  into 
\ the  country.  Experiments  in  the  heating  of  houses  by  warm-air,  gas 
' and  small-bore  central  heating  are  to  be  carried  out  soon. 

' ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  INVESTIGATIONS 


I The  following  information  is  kindly  supplied  by  Ronald  S.  Nicol- 
Ison,  F.R.I.C.,  Public  Analyst  for  the  burgh: 


“The  analysis  of  samples  collected  in  Deposit  Gauges  and  on  Lead 
Peroxide  Candles  has  continued  throughout  1964.  The  results  of  these 
[analyses  are  summarised  in  the  following  tables: 


Deposit  Gauge  Samples 

A verage  monthly 

Average  monthly  deposit  of  solid  matter 

Site  rainfall  in  inches  in  tons  per  sq.  mile 


1.  Loughborough 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Road 

1.95 

2.45 

2.32 

2.33 

8.75 

10.93 

10.93 

9.82 

1.  Denburn  Yard 

1.87 

2.50 

2.27 

2.39 

12.31 

13.37 

11.38 

12.32 

I 1964  1963  1962  1961 

Average  overall  deposit  in  tons 

I per  square  mile  126.4  145.6  133.8  132.8 


These  figures  indicate  that  the  deposits  in  both  cases  are  signifi- 
lantly  below  last  year’s  figures  and  in  fact  are  lower  than  they  have 
l)een  for  some  time.  This  could  be  due  in  part  to  the  much  lower 
lainfall  during  the  year. 


Lead  Peroxide  Candles 


'<ite  Average  Sulphur  Pollution  in  mgm  SO^IIOO  sq.cmjday 


1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

'lo.  1 

0.72 

0.77 

0.80 

0.83 

0.87 

0.94 

1.02 

'lo.  2 

0.52 

0.55 

0.95 

0.70 

0.70 

0.69 

0.72 

*10.  3 

0.37 

0.39 

0.41 

0.36 

0.47 

0.41 

0.47 

^0.  4 

0.51 

0.57 

0.63 

0.63 

0.78 

0.81 

0.87 

vverage 

0.53 

0.57 

0.70 

0.63 

0.71 

0.71 

0.77 

57 


It  can  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  amount  of  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  as  measured  by  these  Lead  Peroxide  Candles 
has  again  fallen  in  each  site.  The  figures  this  year  are  as  low  as  in 
any  year  since  analyses  have  been  carried  out.” 

18.  Burial  Grounds 

Burial  grounds  were  visited  periodically  throughout  the  year  and 
found  to  be  well  maintained.  Grass  cutting  and  paths  received  regular 
attention. 

Interments  at  cemeteries  totalled  367,  including  one  right  of  burial 
in  Kirkcaldy  Old  Parish  churchyard,  where  only  few  burials  can  now 
take  place. 

The  Corporation  crematorium  at  Dunnikier  functioned  without 
complaint.  Cremations  totalled  1,157,  an  increase  of  66  over  the 
previous  year. 

19.  Rivers  Pollution 

Pollution  was  not  noticeable  to  any  extent  where  the  East  and  Tiel 
Burns  join  the  sea  at  either  end  of  the  burgh,  or  along  the  foreshores. 
A sample  of  sea  water  taken  near  the  south  end  of  the  foreshore  was 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Seven  samples  of  stream  water  flowing 
into  the  East  Bum  were  also  tested  for  presence  of  sewage,  since  dis- 
charges from  septic  tanks  enter  these  waters.  One  sample  gave  an 
unsatisfactory  result  due  to  the  stream  being  nearly  dry  at  the  time  the 
sample  was  taken. 

Weeds  are  gradually  encroaching  the  bed  of  the  Tiel  Burn  at  its 
lower  reaches,  which  could  impede  the  free  flow  of  this  watercourse 
to  the  sea. 

20.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings  and  Dance  Halls 

The  small  school  at  Boreland  was  closed  early  in  the  year  and 
pupils  transferred  to  Dysart.  Seventy-three  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  to  schools,  mainly  to  check  cleanliness  of  sanitary  accommodation 
and  to  list  defects  requiring  the  attention  of  the  County  Architect’s 
department.  Some  abuse  of  sanitary  fittings  was  found.  Old  toilets 
and  outbuildings  were  demolished  at  one  school ; improved  ventilation 
was  recommended  at  the  Infant  Boys’  toilets  at  Pathhead  School. 
Soap  and  paper  towels  were  found  to  be  in  general  use  for  hand  washing 
purposes  at  most  schools.  At  one  small  school  hand  washing  facilities 
were  found  to  be  inadequate;  a wash  basin  was  provided. 

Nine  samples  of  swimming  pool  water  were  taken  at  various 
schools;  8 were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  while  one  gave  an  uncountable 
result.  A follow-up  of  the  latter  sample  gave  satisfactory  results. 
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All  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  other  places  of  entertainment  were 
visited  at  the  annual  inspection  by  officials  before  licences  were  granted, 
and  on  other  occasions.  From  the  sanitary  viewpoint  no  serious  in- 
fringements of  acceptable  standards  were  found. 

A total  of  45  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  in  1964. 

21.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

By  31st  July,  1964,  when  registration  of  premises  came  into  force 
very  few  OSR.l  forms  had  been  received  giving  particulars  of  persons 
employed  in  offices  and  shops.  With  a limited  staff  available  to  over- 
take this  work,  it  was  only  possible  to  visit  177  premises  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  to  remind  occupiers  of  their  obligation  to  register 
under  the  Act. 

A meeting  of  Fife  and  district  Sanitary  Inspectors  was  held  in  the 
Town  House,  Kirkcaldy,  and  addressed  by  C.  R.  Noble,  Esq.,  H.  M. 
Depute  Superintending  Inspector  of  Factories  (Scotland)  on  the  pro- 
visions and  implementation  of  the  new  Act.  The  officials  of  the  burghs 
of  Perth,  Dunfermline  and  Kirkcaldy  devised  and  adopted  standard 
I inspection  sheets  and  files  for  recording  particulars  of  premises  to  be 
registered. 

22.  Cleansing 

During  the  year  it  was  estimated  from  quarterly  test  weighings 
that  about  12,976  tons  of  domestic  refuse  were  collected  from  burgh 
households  and  deposited  at  Balbarton  tip  while  a further  estimated 
7,000  tons  reached  the  tip  from  demolitions,  street  sweepings  and  gully 
tank  deposits.  Now  that  the  internal  roads  at  Balbarton  have  been 
completed  to  reach  the  low  level  tip  the  amount  of  demolition  material 
which  can  be  accepted  is  therefore  restricted,  and  the  Town  Council 
are  seeking  another  tip  for  the  disposal  of  demolition  materials.  The 
fencing-in  of  the  lower  tip  was  completed  with  a 6-foot  unclimbable 
1 fence  to  prevent  disturbance  of  deposited  refuse  by  trespassers  and  also 
to  reduce  the  risk  of  blowing  refuse  finding  its  way  to  adjoining  agri- 
cultural land.  The  ground  within  the  enclosed  area  was  also  ridged  to 
trap  blowing  paper  in  windy  weather,  while  several  rolls  of  pale  fencing 
I were  in  use  to  trap  paper  and  polythene  bags.  The  estimated  life  of 
'the  low-level  tip  is  from  6 to  10  years  - not  a very  long  life  for  a town 
the  size  of  Kirkcaldy  - and  enquiries  are  being  made  about  refuse  dis- 
posal plant  which,  if  installed,  could  extend  the  life  of  this  tip  without 
jfurther  extension  of  present  boundaries.  A new  bulldozer  went  into 
service  at  Balbarton  and  the  old  one  was  retained  as  a spare  machine. 
Tree  planting  on  the  finished  refuse  tip  adjoining  the  main  road  to 
Auchtertool  commenced  this  spring  and  will  be  continued  for  another 
two  seasons.  Most  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  plants  so  far  have  become 
established  and  the  appearance  of  the  tip  has  improved  to  blend  in 
with  the  surrounding  countryside. 
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Regular  advertising  of  Corporation  dustbins  for  sale  kept  the  need 
to  use  galvanised  bins  with  lid  attached  before  the  public  for  the 
storage  of  domestic  refuse.  Since  the  scheme  commenced  towards  the 
end  of  1963  a total  of  1,049  covered  bins  have  been  sold.  A consider- 
able number  of  refuse  receptacles  in  use  by  householders,  however,  fall 
far  short  of  modern  standards  and  it  looks  as  if  it  will  take  several 
years  before  this  desirable  sanitary  reform  is  brought  about.  There  was 
a further  extension  of  bulk  collection  of  refuse  at  housing  developments 
at  Dysart  and  altogether  some  50  bulk  bins  are  now  in  use.  Bulk  bins 
of  1^-  cubic  yards  capacity  are  loaded  automatically  and  without  dust 
into  the  special  collection  vehicle.  New  housing  areas  being  developed^ 
on  the  precinct  principle  may  call  for  another  method  of  refuse  collec-j 
tion  than  that  from  the  kerbside,  which  is  the  general  practice  today. 
Domestic  refuse  continues  to  increase  in  bulk  and  decrease  in  weight 
and  although  all  our  latest  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  fitted  with  a 
powerpress  this  only  partly  solves  the  question  of  maximum  payload 
on  journeys  out  to  the  tip.  Without  the  separate  weekly  salvage  col-; 
lection  of  wastepaper  throughout  the  town  the  present  fleet  of  12 
refuse  collection  vehicles  could  not  cope  with  the  large  volume  of  refuse' 
now  being  handled. 

Salvage  sales  for  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Wastepaper  . . 

Tons 
. . 1,005 

Cwts. 

2 

Qrs. 

2 

Lbs. 

Baled  Tins  and  Scrap  Metals 

48 

1 

3 

24 

Textiles  and  Rags 

— 

10 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Total 


1,054  16 


24 


Street  cleansing  is  mainly  by  the  beat  system  of  street  sweeping  and' 
further  extension  was  made  to  take  in  new  housing  areas.  Weed-killing 
by  chemical  means,  using  hired  spraying  plant,  was  introduced  this  yearl 
and  produced  speedy  and  successful  results.  This  method  is  likely  toT 
be  extended  in  future  in  view  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable^ 
seasonal  labour  for  this  work  and  the  slow  labourious  task  of  hand- 
weeding  of  footpaths,  kerbs  and  channels. 


The  Town  Council  again  took  part  in  the  summer  campaign  to 
reduce  litter  and  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  civic  pride  of  the  public 
to  keep  the  town  clean  and  tidy  and  help  stop  littering  the  streets  with 
paper  bags  and  discards.  Altogether  some  129  litter  bins  are  posted 
at  various  main  streets  throughout  the  town  and  14  large  litter  bins 
are  spaced  along  the  Esplanade  close  to  the  large  carparks.  Sites  have 
been  selected  for  providing  12  pedestal-type  litter  bins  of  large  capacity 
on  the  High  Street.  Although  the  litter  bins  are  in  regular  use  by  the 
public,  a check  at  the  main  shopping  areas  on  Saturday  evenings  and 
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Sunday  mornings  show  that  much  carelessness  still  prevails  concerning 
the  disposal  of  litter,  which  could  be  so  easily  remedied  by  the  wider 
use  of  the  receptacles  provided. 

Snow  falls  did  not  call  for  exceptional  measures  to  be  put  into 
effect  this  year  but  gritting  of  pavements  at  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
town  required  attention  following  periods  of  rime  and  frost.  The  five- 
day  week  presents  difficulty  in  manning  this  service  at  weekends  and 
a mechanical  method  of  applying  grit  or  sand  to  pavements  is  under 
investigation.  Strong  winds  and  rain  from  the  south-east  for  about  a 
week  in  the  middle  of  March  caused  some  flooding  on  the  Esplanade, 
mainly  on  the  inside  walk  and  carparks,  which  were  closed.  Sea-water 
spread  on  to  the  main  road  on  four  occasions  bringing  with  it  sand, 
gravel  and  seaweed.  Cleansing  operations  were  quickly  put  in  hand 
and  the  main  road  was  only  closed  for  short  periods. 

The  typhoid  epidemic  at  Aberdeen  focussed  attention  on  public 
conveniences  and  the  risk  of  infection  which  could  arise  where  hand 
, washing  facilities  were  not  available.  A higher  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  more  generous  use  of  disinfectant  was  called  for  but  for  the  longer 
term  an  upgrading  of  standards  seemed  desirable.  Several  of  the  public 
I conveniences  still  in  use  had  been  built  in  the  early  days  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  a number  had  been  built  or  modernised 
before  the  war,  and  even  those  that  had  been  built  since  the  war  were 
designed  mainly  to  defeat  the  vandal  rather  than  provide  a service  of 
hygienic  usefulness. 

In  a report  which  was  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Town 
Council  it  was  agreed  that  6 male  urinals  should  be  demolished  forth- 
with along  with  the  gents’  convenience  at  Gallatown  Terminus,  where 
structural  defects  existed.  Until  a new  convenience  was  built  at  Galla- 
town on  another  site  (due  to  pending  road  widening  improvements)  it 
was  agreed  to  purchase  a mobile  toilet  unit  for  this  site  and  later 
transfer  this  mobile  unit  to  Sinclairtown,  where  a new  or  modernised 
public  convenience  was  wanted.  The  Hill  Street  ladies’  and  gents’ 
convenience  will  be  replaced  with  a modern  one  nearer  the  central  area 
redevelopment  and  municipal  bus  station,  while  a ladies’  and  gents’ 
convenience  will  replace  a gents’  convenience  at  Townhead,  Dysart. 
All  these  new  conveniences  will  be  fitted  with  hot  and  cold  water  and 
latest  fittings  of  vandal-proof  design  and  will  have  facilities  for  super- 
vision by  full-time  attendants.  The  present  cleaning  arrangements  with 
I small  staff  of  male  and  female  cleaners  to  clean  a number  of  con- 
veniences daily  is  under  revision. 

The  convenience  cleaners  went  on  two  hours  overtime  each  evening 
from  July  to  maintain  the  higher  standard  of  cleanliness  desired.  When 
it  was  agreed  that  free  hot  water,  soap  and  paper  towels  should  be 
introduced  into  several  existing  conveniences  and  that  Parks  con- 
veniences should  also  come  under  the  control  of  the  Cleansing  Depart- 
ment, the  Council  agreed  to  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of 
Convenience  cleaners.  The  proposals  were  that  the  main  conveniences 
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should  be  covered  by  cleaning  staff  between  the  hours  of  7.30  a.m. 
and  10.30  p.m.  on  every  day  of  the  week.  A two-shift  system  for  con- 
venience staff  was  in  course  of  being  prepared  while  work  progressed 
for  the  introduction  of  hot  water  for  hand  washing  in  6 male  and  6 
female  public  conveniences.  Money  locks  were  removed  from  most 
W.C.  and  wash-hand  basin  cubicles  and  vacant/engaged  bolts  fitted. 
Vandalism  was  still  prevalent  in  all  conveniences  but  the  more  frequent 
attendance  of  cleaners  up  to  later  hours  each  evening,  plus  the  removal 
of  most  money  locks  had  tended  to  reduce  damage,  at  least  for  the 
present,  in  all  our  public  conveniences.  There  was  still  need  for  a 
mobile  toilet  unit  for  ladies  and  gents  at  large  gatherings  of  people  in 
our  public  parks  each  summer  and  a sum  will  be  included  for  the  pur- 
chase of  one  in  next  year’s  estimates. 

Although  several  meetings  and  discussions  had  taken  place  about 
the  urgent  need  to  build  messrooms  at  Denburn  Yard  for  cleansing 
and  other  Corporation  employees  working  there,  a definite  decision 
had  not  yet  been  made  regarding  the  site  for  such  a building  since  it 
was  linked  with  the  future  development  of  Denburn  Yard  and  the 
Fannie  Bing  site  nearby,  now  almost  cleared.  The  shortage  of  archi- 
tectural and  engineering  staff  also  retarded  progress  of  finding  the  right 
position  for  the  new  messrooms. 

For  the  year  ended  15th  May,  1964,  the  cost  of  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse,  street  cleansing  and  supervision  of  public  conveniences 
amounted  to  £78,380  after  allowing  for  income  of  £9,670.  This  worked 
out  at  29/8d.  per  head  of  the  population  or  less  than  7d.  per  week  - a 
very  reasonable  sum  for  all  the  services  provided. 


23.  Sewers  and  Drains 

Complaints  of  smell  of  sewage  from  the  burn  passing  through 
Dunnikier  Den  led  to  the  discovery  of  a choke  on  the  sewer  in  the 
Chapel  Valley  area.  When  this  was  cleared  by  the  Burgh  Engineer’s 
Department  there  was  an  immediate  improvement  at  this  watercourse 
but  its  banks  had  to  be  cleaned  and  disinfected  near  the  culvert  at 
Hendry  Road. 

Discussions  took  place  with  other  officials  on  proposals  for  dis- 
charge of  poultry  manure  into  the  main  sewerage  system  from  two 
poultry  units  to  be  built  on  an  industrial  site.  The  building  of  the 
poultry  units  was  not  approved  by  the  Town  Council. 

Damage  to  the  existing  sewer  at  the  Path  occurred  when  tunnelling 
work  proceeded  under  this  roadway  for  the  duplicate  sewer  now  being 
laid.  The  sewer  had  to  be  temporarily  blocked  for  a period  while 
repairs  were  done,  causing  sewage  to  overflow  through  the  street  man- 
hole. The  road  was  hosed  periodically  each  day  to  keep  down  nuisance 
and  street  gullies  in  the  area  were  cleansed  daily  by  the  mechanical 
gully  emptier.  Very  little  solid  sewage  escaped  through  the  manhole 
on  to  the  roadway. 
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Generally,  the  sewers  throughout  the  town  functioned  without 
complaint  this  year  and  offensive  smells  from  manholes  were  not 
reported. 


24.  Noise  Abatement  Act 

Although  noise  is  linked  in  many  ways  with  community  life  today 
no  complaint  of  excessive  noise  was  reported  this  year  nor  was  it  neces- 
sary for  the  department  to  take  any  action  under  this  enactment. 

As  mentioned  in  a previous  report  the  noise  nuisance  itself  is  not 
the  offence  but  of  allowing  it  to  continue  unabated  after  it  has  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  person  or  firm  concerned  by  the  Local 
Authority,  and  no  reasonable  action  has  been  taken  to  abate  the  noise 
or  vibration. 


25.  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  or  camping  grounds  in  the  burgh. 

I No  further  progress  has  been  made  about  the  proposed  municipal 
caravan  site  at  Seafield  except  that  an  area  of  ground  has  been  grassed 
down  and  the  banking  towards  the  beach  soiled  over  to  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  foreshore. 


26.  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations 

Two  firms  are  registered  under  this  Act.  No  infringements  were 
reported  or  discovered. 


27.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  and  Orders 

Authorised  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons  numbered  28  covering  43 
premises,  a slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Altogether  50  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  proper  labelling  of  containers  and  the 
inspection  of  registers,  where  necessary.  Infringements  found  were  of 
a minor  nature.  Four  samples  of  poisons  were  tested.  All  complied 
except  one  ammonia  which  was  found  to  be  old  stock,  where  some 
deterioration  had  taken  place. 


28.  Pet  Animals  Act 

One  pet  animal  shopkeeper  moved  to  larger  premises  which  are 
more  suitable  and  spacious  for  an  increasing  trade.  Otherwise  there 
was  no  change  in  the  register.  Premises  inspected  were  clean  and  well 
kept.  There  are  no  premises  licensed  in  terms  of  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishment  Act,  1963. 
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29.  The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 


No  statutory  action  was  required  in  terms  of  this  Act. 


30.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

Four  of  the  six  samples  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Analyst 
conformed  to  the  statutory  statement  in  every  respect  while  one  fertiliser 
and  one  feeding  stulf  showed  variation  in  one  constituent.  Samples 
examined  included  bran,  meat  and  bone  meal,  lawn  sand,  sulphate  of 
potash,  all-purpose  fertiliser  and  lawn  dressing. 


